
Star ter  Hand l e, Whe el Br ac e & 
Ty re Pu mp

Thre e commonly us e d to ols supplie d wit h t he Morr is  8 are the st ar ter 
handle, w heel brace and ty re pump. If you are for tunate, one or two of 
t hem may st i l l b e wit h your car. If t he y are not, here’s what to lo ok for in 
your s e arch to find t hem.

St ar ter Hand le - Par t no. 38448

Stamping on cross bar

Most Mor r is 8’s tend to st i l l have a st ar t ing handle. S ome have ret aine d 
t he orig ina l, s ome are aftermarket or home-made. The overal l  lengt h (A) 
of the orig inal st ar ter hand le is 23 1/2” (600mm), with  a width (B) of 6 
1/2” (165mm). Diameter of the black p ainte d shaft is 5/8” (16mm). The 
hand le consists of a chrome plated rot at ing brass sle e ve me asur ing just 
under 4” (100mm)  long .
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In t he 1934 Mor r is 8 p ar t list, t he st ar ter hand le was liste d as p ar t 
numbe r X15179. This numb er was sup ers e de d  by par t numb er  38448 in
the 1st of Januar y  1935 p ar ts  b o ok supplement.

The ke y identifier of t he orig ina l 
hand le is “MORRIS N” st amp e d 
on t he cross b ar. I have a ls o  s e en a 
st ar ter hand le of t he s ame 
dimensions, stamp e d  “MOWO G  
E”. Since t he orig ins of MOWO G 
are t houg ht to have or ig inate d 
ab out 1935 and us e d t hroug h into 
t he sixt ies, t he hand le may b e a 
later Morr is  sp are p ar ts  
replacement handle. Anyone wit h 
f ur t her
information on this hand le ple as e 
let me k now.

The st ar ter hand le was store d on the bu l k he ad under the b onnet by t he 
us e of two spr ing clips.
Morr is  N st ar ter handles do not come up for s a le on EBay ver y often. The
l ast one s e en was s old in Febr u ar y 2014 for NZ$130.
Whe el Brace - Par t  no. 37543

The black painted w heel 
brace was manufac tured  by R . T. Shelle y  Ltd. It has an approximate over-
a l l lengt h of 14 ½” (370mm)  thoug h t his can var y slig ht ly dep ending on 
how t ig ht t he b ends are in the shaft. The tig ht or lo os e  b ends s e em  to 
indicate different manufac turing met ho ds us e d  dur ing the pro duc t ion of 
t he w he el brace.
On  one end is a s o cket w hich fits the 18mm A/F (across t he flats) w heel 
nuts. The other end consists of a swivel hand le and a s cre wdr iver end for
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removing the hub cover or hub c ap as it is more common ly k nown in 
Ne w Z e a l and.

The b asic shap e of the whe el brace remaine d the s ame dur ing t he 1934 -
38 p er io d, t houg h ap ar t f rom the tig htness of t he b ends, there were a ls o 
slig ht vari ations of what was st amp e d on t he cross b ars. S omet imes the 
name SHELLEY was stamp e d toget her wit h PAT No. 355993 or PAT No. 
408957, howe ver most are a ls o  marke d REGD No. 771998. R ationa le 
wou ld tend to indicate t hat t he braces wit h PAT No. 355993 were pro-
duced b efore t hos e wit h PAT No. 408957.

Patent 355993

Patent 355993 (application date 1/10/1930 - accepte d 3/9/1931) de-
s cr ib es  how the rot at ing hand le is held in place by a split r ing w hich is 
lo c ated in a g ro ove in t he shaft. The diag ram b elow, w hich was submit-
ted as p ar t of the p atent, shows how t he swivelling hand le is constr uc ted. 
The hand le in t he diag ram do es var y f rom the one fitted to t he Mor r is 8 
brace as there is no s cre wdriver end on the shaft.
Patent 408957 (application date 14/10/1932 - accepte d 16/4/34) was a 
p atent t a ken out by t he Pennant Manufac turing C omp any Ltd. Bir ming-
ham. The p atent des cr ib es the manufac tur ing pro ce dure. A hollow 
hand le wit h its ends cont rac ted/rounded, is place d  on the shaft. Rotar y  
to ols t hen form  in t he shaft a flange eit her end of t he hand le to ke ep it 
lo c ated. After the hand les are s e c ure d, the shaft is b ent into a crank.

R eg istere d design numb er 771998 is des cr ib e d as a met a l brace for fitting 
and removing vehicle w heels. It was t a ken out by Shelle y and reg istere d 
on t he 2/4/1932, after w hich it was rene wed t hre e t imes b efore t he copy-
r ig ht expire d in 1947.
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Series E

Morris 8  1934 - 38

Minor  1932 - 34

A 1920’s p atent by Shel le y des cr ib es t he manufac tur ing pro cess of how a 
hot chuck or s o cket is press e d  on one end of the shaft w hich has 
long itudina l r ibs.

The shap e of the s o cket changed f rom a stepp e d to t ap ered  design. An 
e arly Mor r is Minor aut hor ity f rom the Morr is  Reg ister has indicated t hat 
w he el braces wit h a stepp e d s o cket on the end, were most li kely supplie d 
w it h 1932-34 Minors.

Possible replacement handle

I have a ls o come across an example of a Morr is  8 whe el brace w hich has 
a swivel handle, rounde d at e ach end, as des cr ib e d by the Pennant Man-
ufac turing C omp any p atent. As wit h ot her slig ht var i at ions to t he norm   
I have found, it could  p ossibly b e a later Morr is  sp are par ts  replacement. 
The w he el brace was hous e d in t he to ol comp ar t ment under the b onnet.

In July last ye ar two w he el braces were s old on EB ay, one for NZ$90 and
t he ot her for NZ$110.
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Ty re Pump - Par t no. 37775

The ty re pump t hat came wit h Pre-s er ies  cars 
was manufac tured  by R . T. Shelle y  Ltd. It 
me asure d approximately 17” (430mm) long 
f rom t he b as e to t he top of the wo o den
handle. The main b o dy of the pump was made
f rom 1 3/8” OD (35mm) ste el tub e. At the 
b as e are two foldable c ast feet wit h the name 
Shelle y cast in them. Als o at the b as e is the 
hos e fitting w hich exits at a 45 degre e ang le. 
The r ubb er hos e has an outside diameter  of 
3/8” (9.5mm) and has a braided cotton
covering . The pumps, including t he wo o den
hand le, were painte d black.

The wo o den hand le is easi ly remove d f rom  
t he pump by uns cre w ing it. I have s e en  a
couple of examples w here the removed handle
was t hen store d in t he to ol b ag w it h t he sp anners etc. With its hand le 
removed t here is just enoug h ro om in the to ol comp ar t ment under the 
b onnet to store a pump if it is p ositione d diagona l ly.

Shelle y s omet imes supplie d t y re pumps in a black storage b ag . It is not 
k nown w het her this was t he cas e  wit h t he Mor r is 8 but since t he  Morr is 
8 was more of a budget car; its un li kely storage bags were supplied.

Shelle y made s e veral  mo dels of t y re pumps. E arly examples had a brass 
tub e b o dy, whereas p ost war examples had steel b o dies and a s cre w on 
press e d  ste el cap at the top of t he tub e b o dy inste ad of a brass fitting. 
S ome e ven had t he hose conne c t ion at a 90 degre e ang le to the b o dy. 
Most of t he pumps Shelle y made were longer, making the Morr is  8 typ e 
a bit more unique.

To date I have not s e en an or ig inal  ty re pump wit h a S er ies 1 & 2 car. It’s 
quite p ossible t he y had a different sty le of pump e ven thoug h the p ar t  
numb er st ayed the s ame t hroug hout the pro duc t ion of Morr is  8’s. If any-
one has f ur t her infor mat ion, I’d b e ver y ple as e d to he ar f rom them.
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D ep ending on condition, prices on EBay range f rom NZ$40 - $60,
o cc asi ona l ly p e a k ing much higher.

Steel tube body with 
pressed steel f i t t i n g  
to cap top.

Steel tube body with 
brass f i t t i n g  to cap 
top.

Tyre valve end of hose f i t t i n g . 

Folding feet and 45 degree 
hose f i t t i n g . 

Folding feet with the name 
SHELLEY cast in them.

Fe el f re e to cont ac t me wit h your exp er i ences of col le c t ing Morr is  to ols 
or to share infor mat ion on any orig ina l to ols you have.
I can b e cont ac ted at mgste vens on@gmail.com

Morr is  8 Tourer Club Inc. - Magazine - Febr u ar y 2015 Page 17

mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com
mailto:email1mgs@gmail.com



