
M o r r i s  8  -   S p e c i a l   To o l s

In t he  last o f the  series of articles on  t he  Morris 8 too l kit,  I will  be  reviewing  the  special  to o ls that 

were avai lable  from t he Morris  dealer.

When  I  st arted my  re search  into M orris  8 

tools,  I  noticed  there  were two  "extra" 

tools  listed  in  t he parts  l ist, along  w ith  

the  re st of  t he actual too l kit.  They were 

the  v alve spring com pressor  and  the 

suctio n valve  grinder.  I  initially  thought 

the  Morris Motors  included  them w ith  

the  c ar.  However  this was no t  the  case, 

instead  they  could  be  purchased  from  a 

dealer  by owners wishing to  do t heir  

o wn  decarb  and valve  grinds.  Fig.  1  

show s an  advertisement  which 

o ccasionally  appeared  i n the  Morris 

Ow ners m agazine  during  the  m id 1930's. 

It  communicated  to  Morris owners  that 

specialty too l s  were  available  from  

Morris Dealers. (Note  -  the valve  spring 

com presso r  illustrated  i s for  t he  Ten  

Four,  Cowley, M ajor  and  Oxfo rd models).

Fig.  1

Fig.  2
Fig.  2  shows  an  illustration from the Autocar 

magazine  dated  the 8th March 1935.  Which 

stat es, "When  decarbonising becom es necessary 

the  owner should provide him self with  three 

special  too ls  to  facil itate the  task.  T hese  are  a  

suctio n valve  grinding too l, price  1 s. 6d.,  a  valve 

spring c om pressing too l,  price  4s.,  and  an  

aligning gauge  fo r  replacing t he  cylinder  head, 

price 5 s. ; these three  tools may  be obtained 

from the Morris  Service Department  or  Morris 

dealers."
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Va lve  Spring  Com presso r  - Pa rt No.  38 378

There seems to be two comm o n types o f valv e  spring compressors. One with JENBRO 641 on one side 

and MORRIS on the o ther as in fig 3. This type has a removable foo t  held in place by two screws .

Fig. 3

The other ty pe has no manufacturers name,  with the 

ex c e p t ion of MORRIS and is stamped with M8 1939 

(fig. 4) or M8/39. This ty pe usually has a rivete d on 

fo ot.

Fig. 4

Fig. 5

However both these  commo nly avai lable ty pes and 

the o ne in fig. 2, differ to the v alve spring 

compressor illustrated in Mo rris literature.  T he 

Mo rris 8 Service  Information shee t E8 date d March 

1935 (fig. 5) shows  a valve spring compressor in use.

The  same valve spring compressor is al so i llustrated 

(fig. 6)  in the Mo rris General Servi ce Info rm atio n 

manual , sect io n G2 1  (dated August  1937).

A sim ilar picture to fig 5 .  can be fo und in the 

November 1938 editio n of the Morris Owners 

magazine. It has a caption which reads, "Here is a 

Mo rris valve spring compressor  - obtainable 

thro ugh any Morris Dealer - which renders valve 

remo val a simple matter."
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Fig. 6

In all  my years o f researching Mo rris 8 tools, I  have  yet  to  find an example of  the tool  as  illustrated  in 

figs. 5   & 6 .  At  first glance  it appears to  be the s ame  as the JENBRO  ty pe. It  has JENBRO  641 o n  it, 

however the  lettering is  arranged  differently  w ith the 641  bei ng under the word  JENBRO  instead  o f 

beside  it.  In addition,  it has a  curved  back which gives the   e xtra  space  needed for the  rearrangement 

o f  the  wo rds  JENBRO  641.

Occasionally Morris 8  v alve spring compressors come up fo r  sale  with  m arkings other  than t hose 

mentioned earlier. Yo u may  find o ne  embossed with  Longbro,  JENBRO  EMB7  or  just  the   numbers 264 .

The  slight  differences are only  curious details because at the end o f the day,  all the  v arious types of 

valve  spring compressors m entioned  above  perform the s ame  functio n.

Valve  spring compressors are  frequently  li sted on e Bay  with prices varyi ng from  NZ$10  to $40.

Oil  Can -  Pa rt No .  36625

Fig. 7

elsew here  and found a  picture  o f pt. no .  36625  in  a Morris Isis parts list  (fig. 7). Fig. 8  i s an extract  from  the 

Operatio n Manual o f  a 1933  SV Mo rris Minor which also had the  same o il can.

Aside  from  pi ctures, very  l ittle  i s known  about this style of oil can. Harry  E dwards (past Morris Register 

historian)  in his  tool article (The Journal,  Autumn  1991) states that t hey were  made by  Kayes.  An  internet 

search has rev ealed a  similar style oil  ca n made  by  Braime. Perhaps a member with mo re knowledge  o n o i l 

cans  could definitively  tell

me what  brand and size  it  is.



In the  early 1930 's Morris  parts books,  there were a variety of o il c ans listed. Part  no. 36625 was  the 

most  comm o n and this w as the oil c an l isted in the Mo rris 8 parts list  fro m chassis 901 -  44999  (then 

discontinued).

As  the Mo rris  8 parts l ist or Operation Manual, does  not show a ny  pictures of this o i l can, I  looke d

Fig. 8
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Suctio n Va lve  Grin der  -  Pa r t  No .  5554 0  &  6 68 93

In the 1934 Morris 8 part s list , the suction valve grinder

had a part number of 55540. In the September 1936 parts Fig. 9 

list  supplement, this part was superseded by pt . no.

66893. Unfo rtunate ly t he parts books o ffers no 

explanatio n fo r the change. We o nly have pictures to go 

by and whether they accurately tell the story is  unknown.

Fig. 9 shows a  picture from the Morris  8 factory Service 

Information sheet E8 . This document is dated March 1935 

so  i t coul d be assumed that it is pt. no. 55540 in the 

picture. A similar suction valve g rinder is illustrated in fig. 

2. That  illustration is also  date d March 1935.

In the Morris General Service Information manual, sectio n 

G21, is  a picture (fig. 10) of suctio n valv e grinder pt. no.

66893. Co m paring this pi cture with the previous ,  show o nly subtle differences in the shape o f the 

handle and rubber suction cup. Since they both do the same job and fit the same compo nent,  i t's a 

mystery why  there was a  change in part numbers, perhaps t here was  a  change in supplier.

Fig. 10

Mo rris Motors were kno wn to  hav e stam ped their nam e on some suction  v alv e grinders ( fig. 11). 

Whether this was the case with  pt. no. 55540 & 66893 is unknown.

Fig. 11
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Other  Mor ris  8  Sp ecia l  Servic e  To ols

Mo rris Motors produced quite a range o f special service t ools for the trade industry. The following 

illustrations (figs. 12  - 21) show some of the tools relevant to the Morris 8. In  additional to the special 

service tools, there were also  universal tools available from suppliers such as Lucas, SU and Champion 

to  name a few.

Fig. 12  is a picture from the Morris Owners magazine March 1935, p27.  It illustrates the  use o f head 

alignment tool no. 38385 . The same tool is also illustrated in fig. 2.



Fig. 12

Fig. 13

E xtrac t  from  M orri s  O wners m ag azin e  N o vember 1934.
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Fig. 1 4

E xt rac t  from  M orri s O wners 

magazin e Jan u a ry 1937, 

sho wing  h u b  e xtrac to r tool 

no.  19431 in  a c tio n.

E xt rac t  from  M orr i s O wners 

magazin e Jan u a ry  1937, sh o w i n g  

hub  n u t  tool n o .  36120.

Fig. 1 5
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Fig. 16

Fig. 17

Fig. 18

Fig. 19

Fig. 20

Fig. 21
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In clo sing I wo uld like to share some feedback I've had from a  UK Morris Register member, Roy Lowe. 

Many years ago as an trainee m echanic he remembers a Morris 8 being towed into the garage where 

he wo rked. The car had a fire in the engine compartment which resulted in the car being sol d for  

scrap. The cause o f the fire was either the jack handle or starter handle becoming unclipped  from the 

bulkhead and falling across the battery t ermi nals. Roy says it is a rare occurrence but he has heard o f it 

happening again wi th similar results. As an outcome of this experience Ro y secures these two handles 

o n his current Morris 8 so he won't ha ve the same  incident.

As always, feel free to contact me with yo ur experiences o f collecting Morris tools o r to share 

inform ation on any original tools yo u have.

I can be contacted at mgstevenson@gmail.com

The  “Spirit” of M8 Touring Ne ver Fad es

On  a re cent r u n 
G e orge broug ht 
“Sk inny” a long 
for the r ide.
He s e eme d to 
enjoy the out ing 
a lt houg h he is 
fading away to 
b are b one.  
Passing motor ists 
were amus e d and 
enter t aine d by his 
pres e nce but he 
was a bit quiet at 
lunch and did not 
venture far f rom 
his s e at.
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