
Mor r i s  8 - B ox Sp anners - To m m y  
Bar - To o l  Bag

This ar t icle features the last of t he to ols w ithin t he Mor r is 8 to ol bag, and 
t a kes a clos e lo ok at t he clot h to ol bag.

B ox Sp anners

B ox spanners or tub e spanners as the y are s ometimes 
referred to, have b e en a integra l item in Mor r is to ol  
k its for many years. L i k e  s ome of t he other to ols in t he 
Mor r is 8 to ol k it, t here were no manufacturers stamp 
on t hem nor were there sizes for t hat matter. The y were
plain nondescr ipt b ox spanners w ith  a steel blue colour. 
One nice design fe ature of t he b ox spanners was t hat
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t he y were designed to fit inside e ach other (nest ing) (s e e figs. 2 &  3), 
much like a s et of Russian dolls.

A ll  b ox spanners had two 8.5mm diameter holes that went r ig ht t hroug h 
t he side of t he tub e. This a l lowe d a tommy bar to b e ins er te d to give 
le verage for tur ning. The p osit ions of t hes e holes var y slig htly but are 
approximately 1 1/8" (28mm) f rom either end of t he tub e for t he 4" b ox 
spanners, and 1 1/2" (38mm) f rom eit her end for t he 5" b ox sp anner.
I f   you are after a s et of b ox spanners and aren't to o worr ie d ab out 
or ig ina lity, U K  Mor r is Register memb er T i m  James wrote to s ay t hat 
Melco in t he U K   s el l Whitwor t h b ox spanners. I ' m  not sure if t he y are 
t he nesting typ e, but t he cost is b etween £3.50 and £5 e ach.

The Pre-S er ies Morr is 8 to ol k it included only two b ox spanners; pt. no. 
35902 and pt. no. 35903. Ho w e v e r  in t he p ar ts b o ok supplement date d 
August 1935, t hes e were replace d by t hree b ox spanners, E T  140, E T   141
and E T 1 4 2  at chassis 45000. I n  t he par ts b o ok supplement dated 
November 1937, t hes e t hree b ox spanners were again replaced by t hree 
more b ox spanners, pt. no. 39056, pt. no. 39507 and pt. no. 39508 at 
chassis 165001. I t   is uncle ar why there was a change in p ar t numb ers as 
t he ne w replacements app e ar to b e t he s ame as t he ones t he y replace d. 
Sp e c u l ation t hat Mor r is Motors may have b e en sup erse ding t he "ET" 
numb ers is not supp or ted as t he To m my  B ar carr y ing the ident if ying 
co de E T 3 0 0  for example, cont inue d to b e s o numb ered after t he war in 
t he S er ies E to ol k it. I f   anyone has an explanat ion, ple as e let me k now.

B ox Sp anner (1/4" and 5/16") - Par t No. 35903
This b ox spanner was us e d f rom chassis 901 to 44999. As t hes e have 
proven d i f i c u l t  to lo cate I   am unable to supply a lengt h measurement. I t  
was p ossibly 4", li ke other similar b ox spanners.
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B ox Sp anner (3/8" and 7/16") - Par t No. 35902
This b ox spanner was us e d f rom chassis 901 to 44999. Again, details  
are unable to b e provided due to d i f i c u l t y  in lo c ating t hese. The length
may have b e en 4" or 5". I f   anyone has an or ig ina l Pre-s er ies b ox spanner, 
cou ld t he y ple as e confir m t he lengt h?

B ox Sp anner (3/16" and 1/4") - Par t No. E T 1 4 0 
Us e d f rom chassis 45000 to 165000. L e n g t h  was 4" (102mm).

B ox Sp anner (5/16" and 3/8") - Par t No. E T 1 4 1 
Us e d f rom chassis 45000 to 165000. L e n g t h  was 4" (102mm).

B ox Sp anner (7/16" and 1/2") - Par t No. E T 1 4 2 
Us e d f rom chassis 45000 to 165000. L e n g t h  was 5" (127mm).

B ox Sp anner (3/16" and 1/4") - Par t No. 39056
Us e d f rom chassis 165001 unti l  t he end of t he S er ies 2 pro duc t ion. 
L e n g t h  was 4" (102mm).

B ox Sp anner (5/16" and 3/8") - Par t No. 39057
Us e d f rom chassis 165001 unti l  t he end of t he S er ies 2 pro duc t ion. 
L e n g t h  was 4" (102mm).

B ox Sp anner (7/16" and 1/2") - Par t No. 39058
Us e d f rom chassis 165001 unti l  t he end of t he S er ies 2 pro duc t ion. 
L e n g t h  was 5" (127mm).
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Fig . 4 provides a 
handy reference 
char t showing t he 
size of Whit wor t h 
nuts and b olts in 
b ot h mil limetres 
and inches. The 
measurement is 
t a ken across t he 
fl ats of a b olt head.

Fig . 4

To  assist in  ident if y ing t he correc t  b ox 
spanners I   have const r uc te d two simple 
gadgets (fig. 5).  Made f rom 8mm diameter 
ro d, one is 5" (127mm) hig h and t he
other 4" (102mm). On e ach end a nut of 
t he appropri ate size has b e en welded. On 
t he 5" gadget a 7/16W nut was welded on 
one end and a 1/2W nut on t he other. I n  
addition shor t  lengths of 8mm ro d were 
welded in t he p osition e qu a l to w here  
t he holes in t he side of t he b ox spanner 
are lo cated. The 4" gadget , is simil ar but 
b e caus e t here are four sizes for t he ends 
of t he b ox spanners, two ext ra nuts were 
welded on t he side ro ds.

Fig . 5 -  To m my  B ar - Par t  No. E T 3 0 0 
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Fig . 6

Of cours e b ox spanners are of no us e without a tommy bar (fig. 6)  to 
tur n t hem. The one supplied in t he Morr is 8 to ol k it was 5/16" (8mm)  
in diameter, had a ha lf round/domed head on one end and me asured 6 
1/2" (165mm) f rom under t he head to t he end. This was a ver y common 
design and is found in t he to ol k its of many marques of colle c t able cars. 
Ho w e v e r  check t he lengt h of t he tommy bar as a 6" version was a ls o 
commonly available f rom other manufac turers.
I  have found tommy bars to have two different  finishes. S ome wit h a 
bare meta l finish, w hi le others have a blue meta l finish. The tommy bars 
found in or ig ina l k its are t he bare meta l t yp e. As t he b ox spanners had a 
blue metal finish, it's c ur ious t hat t he tommy bars didn't have t he same 
surface finish.

The to ol bag (fig. 7) was a simple 
design made f rom a lig ht weight 
cotton t w i l l, wit h a le atherette/ 
rexine binding and cotton 
r ibb ons/straps to t ie it into a roll. 
Dimensions var y b etween t he t wo 
to ol bags I  have measurements for, 
s o it is approximately 13 3/4" to
14 1/2" (350 - 370mm) wide and 
12 1/4" to 12 1/2" (311 - 317mm) 
hig h w hen op en.  I  wou ld des cr ib e 
t he colour of t he roll  as co co a 
brown. The binding around t he 
edge is black a lt houg h one owner 
of an orig inal to ol b ag t houg ht it
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may have or ig ina l ly b e en dark brown. The one inch cotton t ies  are black. 
I  p ersona l ly k now of on ly four of t hes e to ol b ags left in  existence, one
in Ne w Z e a l a n d ,  one in Austra li a and t wo in t he U K .  I  wou ld b e ver y 
pleas e d if any reader could let me know of any others t hat have sur vived 
t he passage of time.

To o l  B ag - Par t  No. 39098 
Fig . 8

I n  t he par ts b o ok supplement 
dated August 1938, t here was a 
change in t he to ol b ag f rom p ar t 
no. 38266
to par t no. 
39098 (fig.  
8 &  9). This 
is t he s ame
par t number 
t hat was  
us e d for 
S er ies E and 
S er ies Z  to ol

bags. The p ost August 1938 to ol bag is made f rom 
t he s ame materia ls as t he pre v ious to ol b ag par t 
no. 38266. I t  measures 11" (280mm) wide and 16"
(406mm) hig h w hen op en. Unli ke t he sing le p o cket
of p ar t  no. 38266, t he later to ol b ag has five p o ckets s e wn  in.  The binding 
around t he edge is more a dark brown  t han a black. This was confirmed 
on one to ol b ag by unpick ing s ome of t he stitching and examining t he 
b ack of t he binding w hich re vea le d it was brown.  Another difference is 
t he cotton t ies  were relo c ated f rom t he top to t he side.
Feel f ree to cont ac t me wit h your exp eriences of col le c t ing Mor ris to ols 
or to share infor mation on any or ig ina l to ols you have.
I  c an b e contac ted at mgste vens on@g mail.com
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