
Mor r i s  8 To o l  K i t  
D o u b l e  E nd e d  - Sump R i n g  &

Ta p p e t  Sp anners
Ve h i c l e  to ol k its usua l ly cont ain spanners and t he Morr is 8 to ol k it was 
no exception. I n   t he manufac turers k it t here was a s et of three double 
ended spanners rang ing in size f rom 3/16" to 1/2", a sump plug r ing 
spanner and two t app et spanners. The spanners were simply stamp e d 
f rom plate steel and left w it h a raw finish. O t her t han t he stamping of t he 
size on t he appropriate end of t he spanner, no other finishing touches 
were made, not e ven a co at of paint or t he maker’s name.

Fig 1

D o u b l e - e n d e d  Sp anner (3/16" and 1/4") - Par t No. 41273

E xtract
f rom the  Mor r i s  Eight 
O peration  Manual 
show ing  the  3/1 6 "  -   1/ 4"  
spanner  in  u s e.
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The sma l lest double ended spanner (fig. 1) was st amp e d 3/16 on t he 
sma l ler end and 1/4 on t he larger, sig nif y ing it was 3/16" and 1/4" 
Whitwor t h.  The spanner measures 4 5/8" (117mm) f rom one extreme 
p oint to t he other and is 4mm t hick. On  s ome spanners t he stamping 
can b e hard to read as t he r ust ing has t a ken its tol l or t he stamping was 
lig ht in  t he first place.

Fig 2

D o u b l e - e n d e d  Sp anner (5/16" and 3/8") - Par t No. 41274

The middle size double ended spanner (fig. 2)  was stamp e d 5/16 on t he 
sma l ler end and 3/8 on t he larger. The spanner measures 6 1/4" (158mm) 
f rom one extreme p oint to t he other and is 5.5mm t hick.

D o u b l e - e n d e d  Sp anner (7/16" and 1/2") - Par t No. 41275

Fig 3

The largest size double ended spanner (fig. 3) was stampe d 7/16 on t he 
sma l ler end and 1/2 on t he larger. The spanner measures 8 7/8" (225mm) 
f rom one extreme p oint to t he other and is 1/4" (6.35mm) t hick.

I n  my exp er ience t he 3/16" - 1/4" spanner is t he hardest to find, fol lowed
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by the 5/16" - 3/8", t hen lastly t he 5/16" - 1/2". Thes e spanners were 
orig ina l ly supplie d wit h s ome Pre-War MG's.
Pr ices on eB ay for a s et of t hre e spanners can var y b etween N Z $ 1 0  to 
$60.

After WW2 t here were a fe w var i ations of t hes e spanners pro duce d. For 
example you may find spanners stamp e d w ith,  7/16 BSF  3/8W (fig.  4).  
This refers to two different measuring systems, Br itish St andard Fine and 
Whitwor t h.  As Wi k ip e di a notes:
"Whitworth spanner markings refer to t he b olt diameter rather than t he 
distance across t he fl ats of t he hexagon as in other standards. C o n f u s i o n  
a ls o ar is es b e caus e BSF hexagon sizes can b e one size sma l ler than t he 
corresponding Whitwor t h hexagon. This le ads to inst ances w here a 
spanner (wrench) marke d 7/16BSF  is t he s ame size as one marked 3/8W. 
I n  b ot h cas es t he spanner jaw w idt h of 0.710 inches, t he widt h across  
t he hexagon flat, is t he s ame. Ho w e v e r,  in World War I I   t he size of t he 
Whitwor t h hexagon was reduce d to t he s ame size as the equivalent BSF 
hexagon purely to s ave meta l during t he war."
Quoted f rom Wikipedia  -  Br itish  Standard Whitwor th.

Fig 4

Another vari ation is t he shap e of t he jaw. The cor rec t Morr is 8 spanners 
had a U shap e d jaw. S ome similar p ost WW2 spanners have a hexagonal 
shap e d jaw (fig. 5)  li ke t he t app et spanner. There has b e en lively 
dis c ussion amongst M G T C  owners over when t he change in shap e to t he 
spanners in t heir to ol k its happ ene d.

This dis c ussion wou ld prob ably b e rele vant to Morr is 8 S er ies E owners
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w ith  p ost WW2 c ars as t he y had similar spanners.

Fig 5

Sump Plug R i n g  Sp anner - Par t No. 38935

Fig 6

The sump plug spanner (fig . 6) had no stampings or ident if y ing marks.  
I t   measured 6 7/8" (175mm) long and 3/16" (4.75mm) t hick. The 
hexagonal c ut-out measured just over 40mm across t he fl ats to suit t he 
15/16" Whit wor t h brass sump plug on aluminium sumps. Aluminium 
sumps were fitted to cars f rom engine numb er 48105 onward, meaning 
t his spanner was only issued with  S er ies 1 and 2 to ol k its. The Pre-S er ies 
had a press e d steel sump, wit h a smal ler sump plug , t he s ame size as t he 
gearbox drain plug .
I  have b e en unable to find a price on eB ay for t he sump plug spanner. 
This is not b e c aus e the y don't come up for s a le, but  b e caus e t he y have 
no mak ings. Unless t he s el ler knows it is for a Morr is 8, and des cr ib es it 
as such, the y are s old wit h a general des cr iption marking it hard to find 
amongst t housands of similar spanners.
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Ta p p e t  Sp anner - Par t No. 38381
The two t app et spanners (fig . 7) were e ach stamp e d 1/4 (s e e fig. 8). The y 
measured 6 3/4" (172mm) long and 4mm t hick.

Fig 7

Fig 7
E xtract  f rom  
the  Mor r i s  Eight
O peration Manual
show ing the tappet
spanners  in  ac tion

As wit h t he double ended spanners, there are a ls o pro duct ion variations 
of t he t app et spanner. I  have found one t app et spanner t hat is identic a l  
to par t no. 38381 in shap e but is 5.2mm t hick. May b e t his was for one of 
t he larger Morris's mo dels. I f  anyone has any information, pleas e let me 
know.
A rare earlier design of t his t app et spanner, p ossibly us e d on t he 1933-34 
minor, had a feeler gauge riveted to the end of t he hand le (fig. 8). 
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Fig 9

Fig 8

Figure 9 shows an ext rac t  f rom a Mor r is 8 Op eration Manual  (a l l  
e ditions 1934 - 1938). The capt ion reads, " Te st i ng 
t he valve cle arance w ith  t he feeler gauge att ached 
to t he t app et spanner."
This s entence was copied 
f rom e arlier Mor ris Minor 
manua ls. The s ame pic ture 
was e ven us e d in t he S er ies 
E  manua l but at t hat stage 
t he words "attached to
t he spanner" had b e en 
dropp e d. The inclusion of 
t his statement in  t he manua l
would indicate that a l l Morr is 8 t app et spanners were supplied w it h  
feeler gauges att ached. I  have found t he opp osite to b e tr ue. As explaine d 
in an e arlier ar t icle, a 0.019" feeler gauge was supplied s eparately for t he 
pur p os e of s ett ing t he t app ets.

I  have a ls o s e en t wo or t hree t app et spanners w it h a hole in t he end (fig. 
10). I   init i a l ly b elie ved it may have b e en a hole dr i l le d  by t he owner  
f rom w hich to hang t he spanner. Ho w e v e r  t he hole corresp onds wit h t he 
lo c ation of t he r ivet holding the feeler gauge on t he e arlier typ e t app et 
spanner. I  can on ly assume t he y were spare pre dr i l le d spanners t hat 
neede d to b e made us e of.
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Fig 10

The t app et spanner is fairly regularly available on eB ay wit h an average 
pr ice of around N Z $ 1 0 . 

Mor r is had a subsidiar y company ca l le d -  N u f f i e l d  To o l s  & Gauges  
L t d  w hich was s ep arated into a st and a lone company on, 5 Nov 1942. I  
sp e c u l ate t hat as wel l as pro ducing pro duc t ion to oling, t his company
may p ossibly have pro duce d t he spanners listed ab ove. Unfor tunately t he 
N u f f i e l d  To o l s  & Gauges archives, w hich are stored at t he University of 
War w ick, g iven no indication of w hether t his was t he cas e.
Feel f ree to cont ac t me wit h your exp eriences of col le c t ing Mor ris to ols 

or to share infor mation on any or ig ina l to ols you have.

I  c an b e contac ted at mgste vens on@g mail.com
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