
THAT OX ON  THE  MORRIS BADGE 
by Alan  Gullef ord

As I unde rstand it, the Mo rris badge  de picts an O x  crossing the 

Rive r Isis in Ox ford. The  Co at of Arms for the  City of Ox ford 

include s thi s badge  at its cen tre . Thi s gives us a hi nt abou t the 

various name s of Morris mo del s such as Cowle y , (presumably 

from Co wley Ro ad in Ox ford). Isis from the  rive r, Oxford from the 

city, but no t the Minor  or Majo r! Appare ntly most he raldic badge s 

use  Bu lls but Oxford is happy with its Ox . The re  are of cou rse 

di fferences be tween Oxe n and Bul ls, whe re Oxen  are  just a little 

le ss comple te  than Bulls. (The re ’s a hi nt in the re  phonetically!)  

The  Ox on the Mo rris badge  i s not ne cessarily as happy as it on ce 

was though. The  badge on Morris cars change d whe n the 

‘Bu llnose ’ was re placed wi th the  ‘Flatnose ’ in 1927. On re ading 

EARLY MG by PL JENNINGS, I came  across the  following 

co mme nt; Like  the Morris G arage s, the O x  on the  Mo rris radi ator 

badge  see med to re sent the  ch ange in radiator sh ape . In the 

‘Bu llnose ’ days i t was usually a happy - looking ani mal , pl aci dly 

standing wi th its tail hang ing do wn . Whe n the  radi ator was 

ch ange d, the O x  became  an angry, charging ani mal, wi th its tai l 

cu rve d ove r its back!

T he  Authors  unde rstan d  that the  re al reason for  the  change  was 

that in  the  mid  20’s  it became  common  practice f or Morris  Mo tors  to 

de pict the ir  b adg e s in bold  silhoue tte  ins te ad  of  brigh t colours or 

half- tone  in  the ir  advertise men ts  and  o ther  mater ial.  T his  resulted 

in  a  cer tain los s  of  def inition  and  it was  no  long er  clear  th at it was 

the  tail  th at  was  hang ing do wn  be tween  the  Ox’s  leg s.

So the re you have  i t, PC was alive  and well 94 ye ars ago  too!
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