
D es cr ibed as   a   six-seater  heav y  staff car,  the  Model  CD  was  a  development  
of the  earlier  Model D. staff car  -  sometimes  know n  as   the 'Prair ie  
S chooner"  -   and was  based  O n   the  Mor r i s  30 cwt CD  truck chassi s.  I t   was  
powered by a   Mor r i s  EB four-c ylinder  eng ine,  producing 55bhp f rom 
3519cc, and installed in  conjunction  w ith  a   five-speed  gearbox; the  rear 
axles  were  of the  wor m-dr ive  ty pe  and were  suspended on  s emi elliptical  
multi-leaf spr ing s,  inver ted  at the  rear. The  stylish  coach-built  body was  
equipped  w ith a   f ull-leng th  folding  top, and  the  vehicle  was capable  of a   
maximum speed  of 30mph (50km/h).  A  total of 80  of  thes e 200in  
(5080mm) long,  2.35- ton  (2386kg ) machines  were  supplied to the Br itish  
Ar my dur ing  1935/ 36. 

Any t a l k  of milit ar y cars ine vitably conjures images of spacious 
l i m ou s i n e s ,   Hu mb e r s ,  Rolls-Royces, Packards, C a d i l l a c s  and s o on,  and
w hi lst there is a degree of t r ut h  in  t his v ie w, it do es not repres ent  t he 
w hole pic ture. I n  Br itain, at le ast, many st aff cars were, and sti l l  are,
comparatively mo dest, w it h c ars such as t he Austin 7 and the later Ruby 
b eing issued to junior o f f i c e r s ,  s ome e ven b eing adapted for us e as field



cars. D ur ing t he r un-up to WW2, c ars were built for t he Br itish Army
by Austin and H i l l m a n  and by Austin's great r iva l, Morr is, and a lt houg h
most were simply standard civi li an s a lo ons, Mor r is ac tu a l ly pro duced 
two sp e cia lis e d militar y mo dels,  t he 6x4 C D ,  w hich was pro duced in 
quantity, and t he t iny Wasp, which ne ver passe d t he prototyp e stage.

Mor r is Motors had b e en founded by Wi l li am Richard Morr is in 1912,
alt houg h t he C o mp a ny  was init i a l ly known as WRM  Motors. The  
first Mor r is car was announce d in t he motoring press in 1912, w ith  
pro duc t ion star t ing in  e arnest in March 1913, but b ot h s a les and 
pro duc t ion were adversely affec ted by t he Gre at War dur ing w hich
Mor r is manufac tured hand grenades, Howitzers and mine sin kers. 
WRM  Motors was liquidated in 1919 and pro duc t ion was resumed 
by Mor r is Motors L i m i t e d .  The famous Bul ln os e mo del was re-
rele ase d in t hat s ame year, wit h sa les  remaining slugg ish unti l  
Mor r is star ted c utt ing pr ices in late 1920. The Br itish interests of 
Ho t c h k i s s ,  t he French armaments and vehicle manufac turer were 
acquired in 1923, and Wr ig le y’s of Bir mingham was purchase d in 
1923.  I t   w a s  quick ly re-organis e d as Mor r i s - C om m e rc i a l  C a r s  
L i m i t e d ,  t he first Br itish-O w ne d mass manufac turer of C o m m e rc i a l  
vehicles. The Wols ele y C o mp a ny  was acquired in 1927.
I n  1928, in resp ons e to He r b e r t  Austin’s car for t he masses, Morr is 
launched t he Minor. Sa les were disapp ointing but it was replaced by 
t he more successf u l Mor ris Eig ht in 1934. By t his time, t he 
C o mp a ny ’s  produc t  range had b e come unwieldy and s a les had 
star ted to fa l l.  The fac tor y was mo der nis e d in 1934/35 and t he range 
was simplified, t he Mor ris Eig ht s o on establishing its elf as t he 
company’s b est s el ler. By May 1939, Mor r is had built more than One 
Mi l lion C a r s ,  t he first Br itish motor manufac turer to p ass t his 
milestone.
The first Morr is t r ucks to b e supplied to t he Br itish Army were t he 
39c wt Mo del D of 1927, and t he 1 0 / 1 2 c w t   4x2 Mo del B  of 1929. The 
C o mp a ny  star ted c o n s t r u c t i n g  pur p os e made mi lit ar y vehicles in 
1933/34 with  t he de velopment of t he 15c wt C S 8  s er ies and t he 
3 0 c w t  6x4 Mo del C D F ;  t he milit aris e d 30 c w t   Mo del C S 1 1 / 3 0  
followed in 1935, remaining in pro duc t ion unt i l  1939. By t he end of 



WW2, Mor r is Motors, Mor r i s - C om m e rc i a l  and t he ne w ly 
established defence C o mp a ny,  N u f f i e l d  Me chanizations & Aero, had
b etween t hem, c on s t r u c t e d  80,000 t r ucks and 22,000 Bren C a r r i e r s  
as wel l as building t anks, Argosy amphibians, L i b e r t y  t ank engines, 
B ofors guns and aircraft.

Above:  Introduce d   at the  1928  Motor Show, the  tiny  Mor r i s  Minor was 
intended to take  O n   the  Austin  7   as   a  car  for the  mass es.  I t   was  produced  
in  both  open  and  closed  config urations  but never   sold in  the  same  numbers 
as  the  Austin. At the  time  of launch,  the  eng ine  was  a  20bhp 847cc  side-
valve  four-c ylinder  unit w ith  an  overhead camshaft,  but in  1931  this   was 
replaced by  an  eng ine  of the  same  Capacity but w ith  the  camshaft in  a  
more  conventional position.  Production  continued  until 1934,  by which 
time  total production  had reached 86,310,  around 75  ex amples  were 
purchas ed by the  Br itish  Ar my for  u s e  as   staff cars,  s ome  were  fitted  w ith a  
pur pose-made  militar y  open  body  for  u s e   as  a  radio vehicle,  ( p h o t o   
a b o v e ) ,     superseding the  s omewhat  more  flimsy Austin  7.  I n   the  latter  
application  the  body had space  in  a   rear  locker  for the  batter ies  required to 
power  the  radio  s et.
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Above:  the  Mor r i s  Wasp was  unusual in  being  a   pur pos e-desig ned 
light militar y  staff  car. Tw o  prototy pes  were construc ted dur ing  
1937,  one  with  a   closed  s aloon  body, the  other  (show n here)  
equipped as   an  open-topped  tourer.    S adly, there  was no  s er ies  
production. These vehicles featured four wheel drive with an 
auxiliary gearbox and the 8 hp engine.



Above:  S ome  28  or  s o  of  the  Br itish  Ar my's  Mor r i s  Eights  were  
modified in  var ious  ways and were  equipped  w ith  aer ial mounts  
for  u s e   as  radio vehicles.  Note  how the  body and the  canvas  hood 
appear  to  be more upr ight  at the  rear  when  compared to the  
civ ilian  tourer, perhaps to prov ide  more  space  for  the  w ireless 
operator, and the  wheel arch  clearance i s  increas ed.
B elow: I n   1934,  the  Mor r i s  Minor  was  superseded  by the  all-new  
Mor r i s  Eight, powered by a  Mor r i s  UB  four-c ylinder  side-valve  
eng ine producing  23. 5  bhp f rom 918cc,  and installed  in  
conjunction  w ith  a  three-speed gearbox.  B oth open  and closed 
versions  were  produced,  the  latter s eeing  militar y  s er v ice  both  as   a   
staff car  and,  in  modified  for m,  as   a  radio vehicle.  The  new Eight  
owed  more  to Ford's contemporar y  Model  Y   than  it did to the  
Minor,  and was  far more  successf ul  than  its predecessor,  finding 
favour w ith  240,000  buyers  before  it too was superseded.  The  
photog raph shows  the  standard civ ilian  Mor r i s  Eight  tourer  as  
supplied to the  Br itish Ar my  for  the  liai s on  role,  note  t h e   opaque  
rear side  cur tains which were standard to all two seaters. Perhaps as   
many as   250  ex amples  of thi s  machine  were  supplied to  the Br itish
Ar my.




