
My 1938 Series  2  MORRIS 8/40 , 

2  door Tourer-“Basil”
The car sh own  belo w  was purch ased new  by my fath er  in 
April,  1938 an d is show n  here in m y grandfath er’s 
backyard wh en I  guess it was fairly n ew or  ju st after major 
accident repairs and  repaint.

I  grew u p with  this car since 1953  and remem ber well 

being driven  to school,  shopping etc.  in  the 1950s an d 

1960s.

The other great even t  remem bered  was C hristma s - the only

time the  roof was allow ed  down  to transport the  Xmas tree!

The car w as eventu a lly retired to  my fath er’s  worksh op for 

many  years wh en it w as replaced by my gran dmoth er’s 

Austin A 40.
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I t was then consigned to a rear shed in  the backyard  of 

our house in  the 1970s to make room for a 1929 OHC 

Morris  Minor  Hill Climb Special and a 1932  J2 MG.

The car remained in  a  dry but  lonely place for  many 

decades until  after  my Mother passed away  and I  was 

asked to clear out all my  “car stuff”  including  the Morris 

8/40 of Dad’s.

I  had been  established in Queensland since 1978 and at  

this point had limited  space to store much  of “my stuff” 
and a decision  had to be  made in  Melbourne  what to 

transport  to QLD and what to sell.

I  decided  the 3 Minors and parts including the J2  had to 

go and to ship my Dad’s 8/40 back to the Gold Coast (big 

decision).
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The Mor ris   has  be en  r e-located several times with us  and 

mo ve d  to  No rth er n  N e w  So ut h  W a le s  in  20 03  w h er e  i t 

beg an  a  st r ip  do wn  and  fu ll  r es to rat ion .

Afte r  m u ch  d el ibe ra tio n  as  to  w h et he r  i t  s ho ul d  r e ma in , 

bas ica ll y  a s  is,   be in g  so  or igi na l  a nd  c om pl e te .

Ho we ve r  o ve r  t he  ye ar s  of  do rma nc y  the  c ar  wa s  s ub je ct ed 

to  s om e  “ fid dl i ng ”  a nd  b its  we re  us ed  a nd  a bu se d  w it h 

som e  p an el s  b ei ng  sl ig ht l y  d am ag ed  d ue  to  v ar i ou s 

atte mpt s  at   ”fi x  u ps ”  a nd  a s  su ch  it  was  d ec id ed  to  g o  t he 

big   mis si o n!
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The chassis  and all  mech anicals w ere stripped, caustic 

cleaned, repaired, treated an d painted w ith particu lar 

attention  to preserving A LL original parts  in cludin g 

fasteners for re -use.
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Du ri n g  the  d is man t l ing  i t  wa s  di s co ve re d  so me  si g nifi c an t 

dam a ge  t o  c ha ss is  cr os s  mem be r s ,   t i mbe r  f ra min g  a nd  

pan el  rep a i r.  I t  d aw ned  on  m e  a t  t hi s  p oi nt  tha t  t he  d am a ge 

and  repair  work  un de r t aken  (whi ch  included  it em s  s uc h  as 

hea dl i gh t  s he ll s ,  p arki ng  li g ht  s he lls ,  r ad ia t or  su rr o un ds , 

ru nn in g  b oa rd s  an d  g uar d s)  wa s  mos t  l ike ly  d ue  to  a  “l i gh t 

ro ll o ve r”  my  fa the r  on ce  me nt i on ed  h ap pe ne d  du rin g  t he  

wa r  y ea rs .

As I   r em em be re d,  h e rec alled  the   dr ivin g  do or  s wu ng  ope n 

and  he  fel l onto  the  run ni ng  board  w ith  hi s f oot  caught o n 

th e  rol ler   o n  t he  th ro ttl e .  Tryi n g  so me ho w  t o  g et  ba ck  i n to 

th e  ca r  h e  sw u ng  o n  t he  s tee ri n g  wh ee l  a nd  t h e  lit t le  ro ck et 

ti pp ed  on  i ts  si d e  an d  sl i d  d own  the   r o ad  a nd  h en ce  th e 

re pa ir  wor k  do ne  on  m an y  c om po ne nt s  w ith  som e  n ee di n g  

a  li t tle  re fr e sh me nt   80  y ea rs  on – this was in a war  period
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where  car repairs would 

have been  a strict NO NO!

Over several years the 

chassis and all 

mechanicals were  restored 

and the bodywork just 

started when it was once 

again on a traile r heading 

to Hervey  Bay, QLD where 

the restoration work re -

commenced once more.

This included all bo dy 

repairs, new sill panels 

and some framing timber 

replacement  etc.

The seat upholstery  was 

farmed out to an 

Upholsterer in Bundaberg. 

I  have muddled my way 

through all the other stuff 

including the trimming, 

panel work, painting and 

all mechanical and 

electrical work  with  the 

focus on re -use  not  

replace.
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The  car  now  is  set  fo r f inal top c oats  of cream  for  bon net, 
ra di at o r  m as k  an d  t ra ns iti o n  pa ne ls  an d  ma roo n  for 
gua rds  a nd  r u nn in g  b oar d s  ha vi n g  al l  b ee n  rep ai red  a nd 
fi tte d.

Wh en ev er  ask ed  “w h en  w i l l   it  be  fi n is he d”  I ’v e  al way s 
ans wer ed  prob ab ly  Ch ri s tm a s!  Bu t  n ev er  th e  ye ar !  20 23? ?

Co n tributed  by  Andrew  G enders
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