
Speedo Gears

I've just been re ading Jo hn Hende rson's views conce rning the 

inte rchange ability of Eight and Se ries E  speedo me te rs. 

Unfortunately, while  the  'works'  appear  to be  the  same , it's no t 

quite  as straightforward as Jo hn su gges ts.

The  di ffere nce  is in the ge aring. With the 1934 - 3 8  Eight the 

drive  cable  makes 1,000 re volutions pe r mile , whe reas on the 

Se ries E it turns 1600 time s, a si gnificant diffe rence . The 

appropriate  numbe r  is printe d on the  face o f e ach instrumen t. 

Obviously speed readings will be  similarly affected. Thi s i s the 

re ason why it's some time s suggeste d that, whe n an E four -

spee d gearbox i s fitted to an Eight, an E speedo  will ove rcome 

the  di fficulty of signi ficant spee dome te r  inaccuracy,

An al ternative  whe n a four - s peed gearbox i s installe d in an 

Eig ht is to mo dify the ge arbox to accept the three -spee d's wo rm 

and pinion, which re qui re s a bit of mach ining. On no acco unt 

sh ould the  pinion from the  three -speed be  fitte d in an 

unmodi fied E ge arbox, be cause  the unmatche d  wo rm and 

pi nion wi ll simply chew e ach  othe r to de ath.

Equal ly unappe aling is the  i de a of simply taki ng the  needle  from 

the  old spee do and plonking i t onto the new. The  only way  to 

achieve  acceptable  accuracy  afte r the  needle has been re moved  

is to  take  the unit to an i nstrument  technician to  be  calibrate d, 

and he  wi ll need the  turns -pe r-mile  nu mbe r as above .

Regards, 

Richard Fu lle r




