
Se ries E  Trafficator Switch Overhaul

Som e ti m e  a go  t he  ri g ht  h an d  t raffi c a t or  on  m y  S er ies  E 

slow ly  st o ppe d  f un ct ion in g.  Jo e  Gre en aw a y  ad vi se d  u si ng 

a  mu lti - m e t er  to  tes t  the   r e si st an ce  fo r  i nd ica to r   c ab le s 

fo un d  at   th e  b ot tom  o f  t h e  st at o r  t ub e,   st ee rin g  c olum n 

ass em b ly .  S ur e  e no ug h  th er e  w a s  no  r e si st a nce  on  t h e 

cab le   for  th e  r igh t  ind ic at o r.  The  le ft  sh ow e d  ab ou t  0 .8 

ohm s .  A  g oo d  pa thw ay   f o r  t he  elec tr i c  c ur re nt  to  flo w 

th rough . 

Ho w  t o  d is ma nt l e  t he  s ys tem  to  d et e rm i ne  t h e  zer o  rea di ng 

fo r  t he  ri gh t  c ab le.  T he  se lf-cancelling switch also  has the 

hor n  b ut t on  o n  t he  to p  of  the   a ss em bl y  f o und  in  th e  

mi dd le  of  th e  s te er ing  w h ee l.  I  h ad  ta ke n th at  ap ar t  m an y 

yea rs   ag o  h owev er  I  co ul dn 't  rem em be r  t h e  pr oc es s.  The  4 

cab les  s up pl yi n g  po wer  t o  o pe rat e  the  h or n  a nd  i n di ca to rs 

are  loca ted  i n  the  stat or  tub e  inside  the c e n t r e   of t he 

stee ri n g  sh af t/  st e er in g  b ox .  A t  the   b ot t om  of  th e  st e er ing 

box  is  th e  en d  o f  t he  s tat o r   tu be ,  a  br as s  nu t,  a n  ol ive 

nipp le  an d  4  ca bl e s  whi c h  n ee d  t o  be  di sc on ne ct ed  to  allo w 

th e  st a to r  t ub e  t o  b e  pu ll e d  ou t  o f  t he  cen tre  of  th e  st e er ing 

wh ee l  i nt o  t he  ca r  int er i or .

To disman tl e   or  ope n  up  t he  s wi tc h  as se mbly  a  thin  blad ed 

kni fe is  u se d  to  car efully pri se  the  chrome  r ing  from  the 

swit c h.  I n si d e  th at  are th e  ho rn  as se mb ly  an d  two  br as s 

scr e ws  wh ich  h ol d  t he  s wit c h  toge the r.  To a cc ess  th e  n ut s 

fo r  t ho se  2   sc re ws  th e  b as e  of  th e  u ni t  i s  h el d  t og et he r  w i th 

3  sc re ws  op en in g  u p  the   b as e  of  th e  s wi t ch .  U nd o  t ho se . 

The bra ss  n ut /s crew  w hi ch  h olds  the   ear th  r ing  in  place 

and  th e  o th er  di rec tl y  o pp os it e-one will  have a wire holding 

th e  sw i tch  t og et h er .
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Pho togr a p h   it so you have a  reco rd  for  reass em bly.  Undo  

those  two opp os ite  nu ts  a nd  no w  the   s wit c h  as se mb ly  ca n

be  ge nt ly pul l ed  ap ar t . 

Pho tog ra ph  sh ow s  a ll  th e  c om po ne nt s  i ns ide  t he  sw itc h.  

I t’s  relat ivel y  ea sy  t o dismantle.  Three  r ou nd ed  n ut s  hold  

th e  wir e s  in  pl ac e  an d  f or m  th e  co nt a ct s  for  th e  l ef t  a nd 

ri gh t  t r af fic at o rs  to  b e  l ive ned  by  t h e  U-shaped sliding  

brass  con tact  moved  by  the  tur n s ignal  lev er - chrome/ 

Bak el i te.  I   f ou nd  t h e prob le m .   No  co nn ec tio n  be twe en  t h e  

U-sha pe d  b ra ss  c on tac t  an d  t he  ri gh t  s ide  n ut .  S om eh ow 

th er e  w as  a  ra ise d  po rt i on  be tw ee n  t ho se  2  pa rt s  h en ce  n o 

elec tr i ca l  c on ne c t ion.  By   rem ov in g  t he  high  s po t  I   was  a bl e 

to  s ol v e  th e  p ro bl e m.

The turn  si gn al  l ev er  is  attach ed  t o  a  ha lf- r ou nd  p iece  o f 

stee l  w ire  w h ic h  i s  di v id ed  in to  tw o  p ar ts   lef t  a nd  r i gh t  w ith 

small washers  eit her  side  of t he t u r n   lever  and  then  the 

spr i ng .  The  B ake lit e  b as e  h ol ds  t h os e  pa rts  i n  p os iti on .

All  c om po ne nt s  o f  t he  s wit c h  were  the n  cl ea ne d,  gi v en  a 

slig ht   sm e ar  o f  w h it e  l ith i u m   g rea se  t o  p ro vi d e  lu br i ca tio n 

fo r  t he  tu rn  si gn al  le ve r,  t he  r o ll e r  an d  t he  tw o  h in ge  le ve rs 

and  th e  B ake lit e  w h er e  tho se  p ar ts  mee t . 

Reassembly is the opposite of disassembling.
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Below are  a series of photos to ex plain my tex t .

All the  parts inside the  switch. Top - Left  to  Right and 
around. Earth ring  base with indicator contacts. Self-
cancelling ring with felt pad to reduce rattles.  Base plate 
at top of stator tube.  Horn button parts. Sliding brass 
contact for left and right indicators, spring positions, 
hinge levers. Turn si gnal lever  with  roller and spring. 
Bakelite  base that  all the  parts  fit  into.

Ass em b le d  tur n  s ig na l  l ev er  sh ow ing  h ing e  le ve rs,   U-sh ap ed
bras s  co nt a ct  a nd  sp ri ng ,  w a sh er s  se t  u p  f or  le ve r 
me ch an is m.
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View  of  wi rin g  a nd  e ar th   rin g.  Lo we r  l e ft  is  th e  ea rth  ri n g 
and  thr ou gh   scr e w  s cr ew /n ut .  Ab ov e  th at  on  th e  lef t  i s  t he 
le ft  tra ff i ca tor  wi re.  Ne xt  on  r i gh t  i s  t he  po we r  f ee d  w ire , 
nex t  i s  t h e  ri g ht  tr af f ica t o r (ye llo w/re d )  a nd  b lu e  c ab le  is  
th e  ho rn  wir e  a nd  a ls o  t he  th roug h  s cr ew /nut  to  ho ld  th e 
ass em b ly  to ge th er 
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Switch with top of  st at or  tube  sh ow ing  th e  th re e  sc re ws  

s ecur ing  th e bas e  to  the  rest  of  the  swi tch .  The  sel f-

ca ncelling  ring  ca n be  s ee n  in   th e  f ron t  of  the   B ak el ite  ba se .

Contributed By  Doug Pa gel



Trafficator Wiring  Diagram

This wiring diagram  was published in the  newsl etter back in 

2018, but thought it might be useful if  you are planning on 

restoring  your trafficators.
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