
MORR IS  Z UT I LITY  RES T OR ATIO N PAR T 2

Pro g re s s   at l ast!  The  fro n t axle  asse mbly has be e n  re fitte d. I the n 

beg an the  slow  task o f cle aning and painting brake  backing  

pl ates, honing cylinde rs, fitting new  springs and cu ps, and 

re assembling the  brakes . M y  local brake su pplie r came  good with 

three  new  ho ses w ith co rre ct B.S.F thre ads and my maste r  

cylinde r was re built with a newly made  piston. This all at some 

co st, don’t tel l Pau line!

O ne  brake  pipe  could no t be  fitte d as a banjo bolt whi ch had 

broke n on disassembly coul d no t be source d. The  w rong one  came 

ou t from Morris 8 Toure r Club in N.Z. I then tried a Z o w ne r in 

Town s ville , who also  sent the w rong one! I contacte d a s/h  parts 

su pplier in G .B. who  didn’t have one e ithe r, but told me  that late 

Z’s have  diffe rent brakes which are  the same as se ries MM Morris 

M inors. I contacted my tame  Sprite  parts supplier to find a Mino r 

wre cke r. He  the n  tells me  that the  part re quire d is the  same  as in 

back brakes o n  my A.H. Sprite! He is sen ding me one , end of a 2 

mo n th se arch.

The  backing plates w ith cylinde rs, plus drums, are  now on the 

axle in the car. The  master cylinde r and hoses we re  conne cted, 

and the re furbished pedals re fitted with new bushes and pedal 

rubbe rs, then the  re turn springs attached. The  brake  l ight swi tch 

was pulled apart, co n tacts cle ane d, and adjuste d.

The  stee ring tie  rod was fitted wi th ne w ends source d  from the  

G .B. club with some  difficulty, as the  thre ads we re  too tigh t had to 

be  re -tappe d, and one was ½  “ le ft hand thread. So u rces i n Cairns 

provided suitable  taps, fortunately. I told the supplie r about the 

proble m, and they are  fixing it. The  Mo rris Reg iste r in G.B. have 

bee n really helpful with advi ce  and parts, and I re ce ntly recei ve d 

ne w re ar ge arbox mounts, he ad studs (3 different lengths), and 

ex tended manifold nu ts along wi th the  tie  rod ends.
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The  N.Z. Club came  good with wiper motor, distributor with cap, 

wate r  e l bo w , tail  l ight, radi ato r cap  and  gene rator brack e ts . I 

i n dulge d myse l f wi th  the  pu rchase  o f  the i r club badge , as no w  I 

am a me mbe r. The A ll  Bri ti sh  D ay  at Townsville h ad  o n  display 

no t o ne ,  bu t  th ree  re store d   Mo rris  Z  Utes.  I co lle cte d  con tact 

de tails  an d v isite d  one  o f the  owne rs  at his  home .  JA CKPO T!  We 

came  away  with  two  he adligh t bowl s, a starte r motor, R.V. 

mirror, road wheel and an instrume nt pane l with light! I also  

now  have  a new  contact  w i th  30 ye ar owne rshi p  o f the  mo del.

With the  o riginal pu rchase  I re ceive d two engines, one 

u n asse mbled an d one w hi ch was  tu rning  and  had the  bo res 

hone d. I pu lle d the  sump o n  the  g oo d  one , (gaske t and  se als   in 

pl ace)  to  che c k   be aring  cle arances . Imagine  my  su rprise  when  

o ne  main  be ari ng  cap was  finge r ti gh t!  A  te ardown  was  obviousl y  

re qui re d  and  I was  given  an e ngine  stand ,  very  han dy , on  whi ch  I 

mo u n te d the  re bui lt mo to r. On  di sasse mbl y  I found No.1 con rod 

stampe d 3, and  i ts  cap  stampe d  2. At le ast 3 and  4  matc he d!  I 

still  had the  valve  sp ring  compre ssor l ast  use d on  my  Pre fe ct 50 

ye ars  ag o  to  re mo ve  the  valves , bu t am n o t l ooking  forward to 

fitting  tho se  tiny  colle ts i n  a confine d val ve  chambe r on 

re assembly. The  e n gi ne  has  g one  to  an e xpe rt for e valua tion  o f  

the e x ten t  o f re pai rs requi re d . 

Prior to removing the tail shaft for cleaning and painting, I

drai ne d the  di ff. Goo d ne ws, ni ce c le an  oi l , bad  ne w s; the re  was 

o nl y  50ml of o il  in  i t. The  re ar brake  pi pe  and  flexible l ine  we re 

now  re fitte d to  the  maste r cyl inde r, and the  re ar shackle  bushes 

tac kle d. The  sp ring eyes  neede d  tre atme n t  wi th  a die g ri nde r to 

remove  rust, and the  pins and nuts we re  re-threaded, plus the 

pl ate s  tre a ted and  painte d. I th ou ght th at I had  sh ackle  bushes 

i n  stock, but at the  rear the  sp ring eye  bush is  l arge r!  The  right 

o nes  we re e ve ntu ally  sourced, co me  as  a  se t of 8, only  need  4, 

had to  be  cu t to le ngth, fre i ght $15, l oving  this pro jec t, bu t is 

doe s  keep me  out from un de rfoot, an d ce rtainl y  tests  the  mind 

and  bo dy , wh i c h   keeps  us  ol d  fe llow s  active .
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BREAKING NEWS:

Si nce  writing  this  I have  re placed the  L.H. spring  shackle 

bu she s .  Surprise!  This si de  has  same  bushe s to p and  bo ttom. I 

have  on ly  neede d two of the  ei g ht bu shes  i n the  se t, so  they  co s t 

me  $50 e ach. 

2)  So me  parts  suppl ied by  you r clu b, Th anks  Pie te r.

Regards  G rah a m   Hepburn,  Cairns , Far North, Q u eens land

Pictures 1) Morris Z at Townsville All British Day

Mine will never look like this; I intend to retain its rusty exterior

patina.




