
Morri s through the Years

Af ter  t he  upgra des  to  the  M orr is f ac tor y b y Le onard  Lor d in  19 34, 

C o wle y ha d f ive p aral le l tr ac k s  in the as s em bl y ar ea. T he y were 

f e d b y t welve m iles  of conve yors, br ing in g in p ar ts  m ade on the  

pr em ises and  b y su pp liers ( 12 2 of whom  were  ac quir ed b y Morris 

in th e 1 920s a nd  193 0s ) . Morris  was  ver y astute in m any w ays , 

and  his s up plier s  had  t o  produc e  larg e  quan tit ies  at  pr ices  h e 

dema nd ed. N o wo nder s o  many  e nde d u p be in g bo ug ht ou t by 

h im.  N ot  only could  they  t hen c o ncentr a t e on ly on  his  s up ply, 

w hich  c ould  be  increas e d i n many c as es , b ut h e d enied  his 

c omp et itors  ac c ess  to t hos e com pon ents  as  well.

If  we  look  at Da im ler in 1 91 3, th eir  r ep utat io n f or  qua lit y hand-built 

cars  was actual l y a  neces s it y. T he cas tings  were n ot r eg ular  an d 

s o ne ede d exte nsive f ettlin g bef or e  us e. T he assem bled engin e 

h ad t o be  p ar tia ll y dism antled  bef or e it c ou ld  be f itte d into  the 

f r a m e. Even t he  gearb ox ha d  to be  ratc het  drille d b y hand  in  s itu.  

B y com parison, Morris  was as s em bling  q ual it y parts  m ade to f it 

toget her r e lia bl y d ue t o d ie s , tem plates  and  m easur ing too ls us ed  

at m anuf ac tur e.

As an  aside , th ere  was  als o  lat er  on  in  192 5, t he W illys-Overland 

Model 91  which t he y n am ed the Overlan d13. 9,  which  had  al l M or ris

r unning  gear. T hat’s a big st ep f or Mor ris, f r om  being a cus t om er  to 

bec om ing a supp lier . 1 925  was  also t he  year t hat  Morris  p u r c has ed

Lé on  Bo llée  in L e  Mans  i n a n att em pt to s el l his  c ars  to th e Fr enc h.  

T he Morris  Lé on  Bollé e  lasted  o nl y un ti l 19 31  w he n he sold u p 

h av ing  m ade a los s  on h is privat e  inves tm ent. As a r et ired  Master 

Print er, m y m ore pers ona l inter es t i n 1 925  wit h M orr is w as t he 

f orm ation of   T he Morris O x f or d Pres s Ltd,  whic h  was  estab lish ed  

at C o wle y as  a  s ubs id iar y of Morris Mo tor s  Ltd  to pr int s ales a nd 

s er vice  liter at ure a nd th e ‘ Morris O wner ’ m agazine. Our 

Handbooks, Workshop Manuals and Sales Brochures came from 

here as well. It was renamed The Nuffield Press in 1942

.




