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In 1924, William Morris atte mpte d to bre ak into  the  Fre nch car 

marke t by bu ying the old establishe d company o f  Le o n  Bo lle e . A 

small manufacture r, established in 1895, this was presu mably to 

avo i d impo rt duties and o ve rcome  Fre nch rese rve  agai nst  

“fore ign” car make s. Once  again thi s was a pe rson al purchase  by 

Mo rris, like  many of his othe r purch ases o f existing firms. He 

alre ady owned the  forme rly English engine  factory of Ho tchkiss, 

(which i s why we  have Fre nch Me tric thre ads wi th Whitworth 

he ads in Morris e ngines ) . He contracte d wi th the  French 

Hotchkiss firm to su ppl y en gines for hi s new ve nture . Initially 

the y receive d  all the  scrap, poor pe rforming engines and often  

ve ry late . By 1928 he was fitting Wolse ley, (Mo rris Motors Ltd) 

en gines into  the  Mo rris - Leo n -Bol lee . The  business was sol d in 

1931 and ground to a halt in 1932.

My ste ry surrounds the  “why” of this venture still and the re  are 

many “theo ries” arou nd this story. The  bo dy style s we re extreme ly 

elegant and the  cars we re  qui te  powe rful.  Sales we re  ve ry poor, 

pe rhaps less than 2500. Mo rris e ven dabbled wi th a 3.1 litre 

straight e igh t based on the  Wolseley 21/60, 10 be aring uni t. The 

cars we re  i nte n ded only for the  continent but so me  Morris de ale rs 

sold the m in Ireland and Au stralia. Maybe Au stralia is whe re  you 

sh ould start you r se arch  if you feel you must own one o f the se 

unusual Morris cars! 1930 Sablons saloon shown below.
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