
The Morris 8 Tank Story 
(Pract i c a l   Classics 201 4)

The littl e  Mo rr is  8  e ng in e  li ve d  ma ny  diffe re n t   l iv es  in 
in du st ria l  a nd  m a ri ne  fo rms .  I t  po we re d  the  B MB  P re si de nt 
Far m  tr a ct or ,  m a ny  o f  t he  sm al l  l u gg ag e  tr o ll e y  tugs  se en  
on  r ai l way  s ta tio ns ,  f ire  pu mp s,  an d  in  Mo rri s  V ed et te   for m 
it  wa s  a  p op ul ar   bo at  en gi ne .  The  e ngi n e  h as  a ls o  h ad  a 
sign if i ca nt  mi l ita r y  ca re er  as  a  vi tal  p ar t  of  th e  Cen tu rio n 
ta nk .

The Centu ri on  w as  d ev el op ed  by  AE C  of  Sou th al l,  a nd  w as 
one  of  th e  mos t  s uc ce ssf u l  a nd  w ide ly  us ed  t an ks  in  th e 
hist or y  o f  a rm o ur ed  wa rf a re .  A  t o ta l  o f  4 ,4 23  we re 
prod uc ed  b et wee n   19 45  and  19 61 .  V aria nt s  i n clud ed  t h e 
Ce nt ur i on  Armo ur e d  Re co ve ry  Ve hi cl es  (A RV ),  Ar m ou red 
Veh icl es  Ro yal   En gi n ee rs  ( A VR E) ,  B rid ge-layers and 
Arti l le r y  Obs er va tio n  Po st s .

Centuri ons  saw  ser vic e i n  man y c onfl icts i ncl uding Ko rea, 
Viet na m ,   the  S ina i  an d  t he  Gu lf  War .  Th e  C en tur ion  a ls o 
ma de  a  si gn if i ca nt  co nt rib ut i on  t o  N A TO' s  d et er r en t  i n 
We st er n  E ur op e  d ur ing  t he  Co ld  Wa r.  Th e  m ai n  e ng in e  was 
a  27  l i tre  R ol l s  R oy ce  M et e or  V12 ,  d ev el o ped  fr o m  t he  
Me rl i n  e ngi n e,  an d  de li v er ing  6 50  b rak e   ho rs e  p ow er   at 
250 0r p m.

The Centu ri on  w as  t he  fir st  t an k  to  be  fitt ed   w it h  an 
auxiliary  engine  and  generator .  The  indu s tr ial  ve rs i on  of 
th e  Mor ris   8 hp  91 8c c  en gi ne  fi t te d  t o  M or ris  8  ca rs  wa s 
cho se n  f or  th e  t as k  d ue  t o  i ts  we ll-proven sturdiness  and 
re li a bi lit y.  The  Mo rri s  e ng i nes  sl ot t ed  nea tly  in to  th e  f ron t 
le ft  co rne r  of  the   C en tur i o n 's  m ai n  e ng ine  c om pa rtm en t.

The Morris   wa s  fitt e d  with  a  2 4  volt  ign i t i o n  syst em  a nd  
wa s  co nn ec ted   t o  a  2 4  vo lt  3 00 0  wa tt  d yn am o.  The d yn am o 
sha ft  e xt en de d  thr ou gh  t h e  cr e w  co mpa rt m en t  b ul kh ea d 
and  term inated  with  a  sta rt i n g   handle d og .
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A special bracket accommodated the starting handle in the 
requisite position within the crew compartment.

I t is estimated that over 8,000 Morris 8 engines, inclu ding 
spares, were  produ ced for use in  the C enturion and in 
recent years, some of these have  become available as 
Governm ent surplu s.

The engine was desi gnated  by the military as the Type A41 
and minor design enhancements, mainly to do with  the 
electrics for the generati ng system, were incorporated into 
a progressive  number of  Marks.  All the engines were 
painted eggshell blue,  which was  standard m ilitary  
practice for autom otive equipm ent.

A number of  special castings w ere  made for the ancillary 
equipment, and  these normally have  a m ilitary part 
number, usu ally  prefixed  with  the letters FV  (Fighting 
Vehicle).

So, the hum ble Morris 8 engine has enjoyed  a long and 
distinguished  worldwide m ilitary career.
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