
Morris  8  Coupe –  “the backstory” 
Documen tation  supplied  by Die ter  de  Roo of  Belgium  included 

o wners hip records of  the  Coupe f rom 1967 to  1985.

The  car was re- re gistere d in Maste rton in 1967 by Pe te r Eme ry 

[Re g No EG 3388]. It had a se cond Masterton owne r  (5170 miles) 

and then w as so l d to Te  Ku i ti in 1970 whe re it appare n tly was in 

a co lle ction until 1972 and travelled ve ry fe w mile s. The  nex t two 

owne rs we re in Te  Rore  and Ohaupo ( west of Te  A w amu tu) for 

se ve ral years.

In 1985, the  car was 

again re -registere d [Reg 

No MH 365] at Waiu ku 

(So u th Auckland) and 

imme diately pu rchased 

by Bo b Whyman 

(Rotorua), who 

undertook a full

re storation of the  vehicle . Bob o wne d the  car [MX1936] until 

2006 when he sol d it to a  Christchurch  de aler for e x port to the 

Unite d Kingdom.

Recollections from Peter Emery (Carterton)

Con tac t h as  bee n made  with Pe ter,  a  mo tor  eng inee r,  who  was 

able  to  relate  h is  involvemen t  with  the  Coupe.

Pete r purchase d the  Coupe in an “as is  –  whe re is” unregiste re d 

co ndition in 1966. He cannot re me mbe r see ing it being driven 

around Masterton and thin ks the  selle r may have  o riginally come 

from We llington.

Pete r has an unde rstanding that the  Coupe bo dy was one  o f  

three  manu facture d at NZ M o tor Bodies w o rkshop in Jackson 

Stree t, Pe tone .  (NZMB  is re nowned for building co ach bo dies 

for bu ses).
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Pete r re me mbe rs the Co upe  had a Se ries E engine  fitte d, which 

nee ded a full re build, including fitting a Se ries I he ad and 

manifold. He  also fitted a 4 spee d Se ries E  ge arbo x . Some  o f  the 

woo dwork in the  body had de te riorated, which a colle ague 

re place d for him, and he  g ave  the  body steelwork a ge ne ral tidy 

up.

Pete r did no t fully fini sh the  re build. He  sold the  Coupe  to a 

wo rk colle ague , Mi chael Robinson, for funds to buy a se ction to 

build a ne w home  – then helped his colleague  to finish the 

re build. Pe te r had previously had a couple of Mo rris Eights in 

hi s youth.

The  car was painte d brigh t ye llow, and Mi chael u sed it for  

5,000 mi le s be fore  he sold it in 1972 to new o wne rs in Te  Kuiti.

SUM M A RY  OF  THE  BA C K STO RY .

 The  Coupe  bo dy style appe a rs to be  a Spe cial production 

(3 units)

 Owne rship history from 1935 to 1966 unknown e xce pt 

re gistration ce ased and me chanical alte ration had 

occurre d . 

 Pete r Eme ry rescue d and restored the  car in 1967

 Six di ffe rent owne rs between 1967 and 1985 (and po ssi bl y 

parke d up during late r ye ars) .

 Bob Whyman purchase d the  car in 1985 (agai n recently re 

registered) and undertook a full restoration.

 Bo b owned the  car for 20 ye ars.

 The  Coupe was ex po rte d  to Ke vin Burke  in UK, wh o did 

so me  restoration and ul timately re giste red in UK.

 Dieter  de  Roo ( Belgium) pu rchased the  Coupe in the U K  in 

2016 – again un de rtook a ful l restoration care fully 

en su ring i t is to  corre ct M8 spe cification. He now e njoys 

driving and showc asing the  unique  Co upe  around  

Belgium.
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Morris 8  Coupe - “T he continuing story”

The  continuing tale!   – no tes from curre n t owne r Diete r de  Roo in 
Be lgium. (English is Die ter’s third langu age)
O n  3  Aug 2016, I went from Be lgium to the  UK to l oo k at the M 8  
Co upe - 1934. On 10 Aug 2016, the car bec ame  my prope rty, I 
was su pe r happy with it.

Just some  history of the  car now:
The  woman, to who I bought the  car from, was me anwhile 
di vorce d  from Ke vin Burke ,  who bought the car from Ne w 
Ze aland on 25/04/2006. When the couple  broke  up, she got the 
car through the court.

The  car had been for sale  i n UK for so me  ti me , at a ve ry high 
price . In addi tion, according to  many peo ple, I he ard late r, Mrs 
was not open to ne go tiation, as she  thin ks, eve ryone  wou l d 
"ste al" the  car aw ay from he r; and make ex tra mo ne y from it 
beh ind he r back….

Whe n the  car was sol d in NZ and shipped to the m  by D r  He ins 
Classics Ltd; out of Christchurch NZ, a general budget 
re storation began. The brake s &  stee ring we re  re store d, so not 
re newed, and all the electrics we re  re paired w he re  nee ded, bu t a 
full ne w inte rior and upholste ry w as professionally fitte d.

The n some  wel di ng was also  done on the  car, and it was 
re painted, in thei r garage , wi th cel lulose  paint in a Maroon and 
bl ack colour co mbination. Insi de upholste ry is raspbe rry re d 
se ats and door pane ls, with vanilla colour roo f lining. A ve ry nice 
co mbination.

Bu t unfortun atel y, their restoration budget was ve ry limited; so 
many things we re  just quickl y refurbished instead of thoroughly 
re stored.

M r. Ke vin Burke  had the  car towed to the  big annua l  Mo rris 
Mee ting in Thorsby Park, sin ce  it was no t yet running and 
the refore  no t re giste red, it was shown to  the ge ne ral public, with 
the  original NZ pl ates attache d. The se  are  also  now in my 
possession.
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The  car was late r presente d on a towing truck for te chnical 

inspection and could only be  registered much later in the  UK, 

bec ause  an M 8  Coupe , acc o rding to the  re gistration departme n t, 

ne ve r ex isted. So, through a time -co nsu mi ng proce dure , i t w as 

finally put on lice nse  plate  on 30/04/2015.

Between April 2006 and April 2010, the car was refurbished back 
then. Unfortunately for Kevin Burke, the divorce was already a 
fact by then, so he never drove it registered on the road. The lady 
I bought the car from couldn't start or drive it, because of her lack
of knowledge about the car.

Rust, rust, and so by 2015 the re  w as no longe r any question of 

the  car running, le t alone  driving and braking. Si nce  the car was 

pu rchased and re stored at he r ex pense ,  she w ante d as much as 

po ssible  to ge t back the  money i nve sted, which he r ex  had spent 

on it. No t so e asy , partly be cause  the  paintwo rk sho wed many 

paint and sanding e rrors and the  car didn't drive  anymore . 

The  first informal co ntacts by me  to he r we re no t e asy, because  o f 

he r high level o f suspicion , and e specially to so meone who live d in 

Be lgium. Whe n I finally arrive d in UK, by a co incide nce  we 

appe ared to have  a  mu tu al frie nd, and so he r mood wi th me 

ch ange d completel y. Ho weve r, he r high price was non -nego tiable .
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Bu t love is blind, and ye s, re al be auty is on the insi de , but... she

was so beautiful on the outside , with her super slee k figure , and

espe cially he r be autiful cu rves at the back. (I me an wi th that no t

he re  che ap, she  h ad alre ady a new  friend)

The  sale was closed, and o nce  I had brought the  car to Be lgium, 

eve rything w as dismantled and thoroughly technically restored, 

which  prove d to be  nece ss ary.  I also place d a co mple te 

re condi tione d engine in it be cause  I had that in stock, and I want 

my vi ntage  cars to be in pe rfect technical orde r.  Me anwhile,  the 

car was already largely repainted in the same colour.

In August 2017 I took the  car again to the  big annual Morris 

Mee ting at Thorsby Park to sh ow the car now e ffective ly driving, 

bu t sadly I fe ar the  car wi ll now neve r re tu rn with me  to  the UK.

Cu rrently the M 8C stands next to its younger frie nd; an M 8  2 -

se ate r  conve rtible 1935; Le ft hand drive n by the  way. To gethe r 

the y can also ch at a bit against a Split window Morris Mi nor 

conve rtible , 1953, also le ft -hand drive .

The se cars are  toge ther in my te mpe rature -co n trolle d garage , 

togethe r with so me o the r Pre-war and e arly post war cars, all in

re ady to use  con dition.  A l l cars are use d ve ry fre quen tly by me . 

and mechanically maintained by me .

Die ter’s  two Morris E igh t cars  –  Coupe  and Sports
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So , de spite having some  cars, both my M 8’s are  my favourites. 

They are  the slowest and the smallest of the cars I have, but my 

favo urites. The y have  some thing, which  I have no t had with any 

othe r car as of drivin g ex pe rience .  With my M8 Spo rts I have 

alre ady driven seve ral long -distance  rallies totalling ove r 2500km,

wi thout any te chnical backu p.  With the Coupe I will never do 

this, because this beauty is my absolute apple of my eye & most 

beautiful body style for me. She deserves regular rest, because 

the car is very well documented, both with invoices and photos, 

and here I note, that this car has never rested for several years in

an old barn or something. So, no long distance runs with my 

little Coupe

In the meantime, I also managed to find the life cycle after 1967 
and where car has driven each time in NZ. Some owners have 
had the car only 1 year, some other people 2 to 3 years. The last 
owner in NZ had the car + 20 years. And he left a farewell letter in
the car, very touching.
Should I be  o f any help in a re storation process of a M8C, or you 
want pictures from the past or pre sen t; just  ask.  If wo u l d  you  
li ke  a more  detailed text of the life  and current sto rie s, just let me 
know, I'm happy  to give you mo re  info. Just whene ve r to give  me 
so me  time , I have  a busy busine ss li fe,  but I co nsciously make 
time  for my cars, to drive  and wo rking on them. Eve rything I do 
myse l f, I have  a  ve ry well-e quipped wo rksho p for thi s so I can do 
eve rything myse l f.

Co ntr ibu ted  by Die ter  D e   Roo  -  Brugge, Belgium

19




