
Historical  Morris 8 Photos  L indsay Cro ssen

Rece ntly, while  sorting books for a Rotary Bookarama, I fou n d a 

bo ok title d “The  NZ Morris Minor Story”. It do cume nts the 

formatio n of Do mi nion Motors by Si r Charles Norwoo d in 1919 

and traces de velopmen t of the  moto rcar asse mbly industry in NZ, 

wi th a focus on Do minion Mo to rs Ltd. It has Morris Minors as the 

mai n the me  but cove rs o the r Morris model s e.g. Mini e tc.

He re  are  a  co u ple of inte resting photographs from the  book:

M8’s at Chr is tchurch  assembly plan t (S tevens o n’s in  Ferr y Rd)

Cars  we re  dis tr ibuted  around  NZ by coastal trade rs  –  

this  is  a  line- up  of  M8 Sedans on  the  Napier  wh arf
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The New Suite

Mo rris vehicles we re popul ar in NZ, and thi s was exe mplified in

1937 whe n Dominion M o tors en g raved i ts name in the annals o f 

Mo rris mo tors, by pl aci ng wi th it the first £1,000,000 o rde r they

had e ve r re cei ved. 3,500 cars we re shipped to the colony and

Lord Nuffield pe rsonally vi sited N Z and also o rde re d a £40,000
ex tension to the  Cowley, Eng l and facto ry.

Walte r Norwood stated:”The mo tor ist in NZ wants an e cono mic al

lo w-pr iced c ar. We have a f ine roads syste m; q u ite as g o o d as

Eng land … pe trol costs 2 shillings a g allon. T heref ore, the 8hp

British car is pref erred to the A merican machine. We sell all cars,

bu t 85%  are  British”.

Se ries E  being  assembled  at Ne wmarke t (Auckland)  in  late  1940’s

CKD  (comp le te  knock  do wn)  Morris  M inor  as  p ackage d f or  export  to 

NZ by Morris  Expor t Indus tries  L td  in UK.
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