
( Left) Principal body and
chassis dimensions, from
which it can be seen that
the Morris " Eight" is a

roomy small car,

PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS

TRACK (FRONT), 441 in,
„ (REAR), 464 in.

WHEELBASE 7 ft. 5 in,

OVERALL HEIGHT 5 ft. 2 in.
OVERALL WIDTH 4It: I I in.
WHEEL SIZE 2.5 x 17
TYRE SIZE 4.5 x 17
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_ MOTORIST READ STS OF NEW CART

Morris " Fi ight" (Series E) Saloon

rl
pl

F'SIII'i 1': the area€ popularity of the
trlier 3lorri "Fight" models. Nve

are satisfied from ucn recent test
that the Series F should make new rer'ords.
It is an extrrrurly "refined" low-h.p. car.
11 breb is ulnas iiallv Ilnlet-runrttng and which
steers, vot'ners and holds the road in a
euntpdetely satist;•tctory manlier. The four-
sped gearbox has svnchromesh engage-
ntent fur -.evou 1, third and top and lit se
!'ears ;ue of the silent, helical trlx'; what is
uomr inilxn'tant, the y julst,ifv this descrip-
1 ion

'17ir'rtt ie it vt'r y short gear-lever tuove.
I a'it Ia•tacen the gears, and this adds,
pptrci, lily to the coultort of driving.

ci 11lIst III  king,' ,gear-ehangiin, rlewal'kal ii 
gtli^ L. 'flee clutch pedal, alsrt, has ;I short'
r;tnUr ^4' mnvs'ment, and the clutch itself is
as sotiOth its maid be neared. It 145

uhirh appeal to the drirrr,re the
aiIl-deri!ucd i0strnment pencl hlrtre'd just
Is-nemth the selveu, the loll- ti ll handbrake
lover and the steering;-nhrrl horn and self-
-•nnr-elling traftir •ator controls: t hu-s' are in
i mprorrrornt aver those hued to previous
1lnrris '- Eights'.
We have just one ttord of eritirism for

the (ontrnls, this eoneerning the nearness
iii th y ' cod of the brake Isar and the knob
,.f tie kcal lever when the handbrake is on.
'I' w h tr diht, wakes it rat e flirul t to engage
reverse without knocking the knuckles
,n• fingers. The trouble could probably be
rr'duredin extent by altering the handbrake
adjustment, although that alight make the
lever slightly less convenient in use.

Large Window Area
Visibilit y io all dirt'ctiou+ is worthy of

hiraise, eslxv,iuIly that to the rear through

Front seats are built on tubular steel frames
and are provided with spring base;. They

are very comfortable.

when tappet adjustment it required—and
this at very infrequent intervals--the near-
side panel can be removed without diffi-
culty.

Other points concerning the general
design of the car are the well-less rear
compartment, which makes entry and exit
as easy as with a larger car, wide-opening
semen with central winder,abseneeofrunning
boards, which also facilitate entrance, and
built-in door stops which p revent the front
doors from being opened too wide. The last-
mentioned is, in our opinion, a valuable
safety feature when leaving the car in a
busy street; there is greater inclination to
look behind for oncoming traffic. It should
be made perfectly clear that this arrange-
ment does not restrict door space to any
noticeable extent.

Quick Starting
When taking over the car for road test,

one of the first points that struck us was
the exceptionally quick starting from
cold, and the speedy warming up. On the

A Smart And Attractive Car Wit

Has An Unusually Refined Perfor

Pi vided, With Synchromesh En j

was a suggestion of valve noise as the needle
passed 29 m.p.h. , the hatter should, therefore,
he considered the normal maximum in
that gear. In third, 47 m.p.h. was easily
coached, and the normal maximum on top
I ir'oved to be 61 m.p.h. It is worth recot'ding,
however, that oil one occasion we actually
took the speedometer needle round to
67 nt-p.h. with a following wind and on a
slight down gradient. We should certainly
not recommend that the car should be
allowed to do such a speed as this, but the
fact that it would do it without becoming
untractable or even difficult to handle speaks
well for the general road-holding capabilities.

Optimum maxima in the gears were :
second, 19-20 m.p.h.; third, 36-40 m.p.h.;
top, 48-52 m.p.h. By this it is meant that
the car runs extremely well up to these
speeds, the engine showing no signs of
distress or over-heating. In top gear,
speeds round the 50 mark could be held for
long stretches on good main roads. In
normal driving, it was noticed that we
changed from first to second at about 8

8 h.p. Side-Valve Engine Which

nce. A Four-Speed Gearbox 's

ement For 2nd, 3rd And Top

m.p.h., from second to third at about 20
m.p.h. and from third to top at just over
3t1 rim .p.h. All of these could be increased
tt llcn making a quick get-away,

There is a neat instrument panel, placed high
where it is easy to see, A shelf runs beneath

it and is the full width of the car.

Acceleration Figures
Acceleration in all gear-s was very good,

but especially so in the lower th ree. Lying
first, second and third 30 mph. could be
reached from a standstill i ii 9-I/5 sets.
Using all fam e gears, cSfl in.p.h. could he
ma t- lied from a standstill in 30-3/5 sees.
Other figures are : 10 to 3(1 m.p.h. in third,

ar' 7.9^58-4/5 se s. 20 to 40 u . ^.i 'v ) r t, in third 1_ .,1 1 , r

seas.; 30 to lift m.p.h, in top. 22-2/5 sees.
In top gear the nraximura pull, as recorded

kv our'1aplec - . Q" meter was 170 lb. per
ton. This jndicates that the car would make

-it stead y t ri ll-geu • elioib of a hill with a
gradient of one in 1:3.

Front 3(1 m.p.h. the best stopping dis-
taucr un a Iry ronc•rete road was found to
be 35 ft., which is equivalent to a braking
efReit'nev of approximately 87 ta r-cent,
Although this figure is not exceptional, an
i mportant point is that the Lockheed
hydraulic brakes operated smoothl y and
evenly, being absolutely safe in all con-
ditions. When applied hard at (it) tn.p.h.
they gave progressive retardation without

causing the ear to --pull
:
 or swerve.

Behaviour of this kind is more useful than
harsh braking which inakcs the car tip and
buck as it conies to rest.

Good Control
(icvtcral "rnntroilabilitp" of the car was

exceptionally good; steering, clutch and
brakes were atl light in olx'ration. arid tho
ty res held the road in n manner which is not
usual with the avers-r "eight".

The lighting system tYndd have been
iniliroved—possibly b the simple pronssof altering the focus of the headlamps—
for although the light cris intense enough,
it was not well distributed over the marl.
With the light s dipped and switched the
near-side light beam was thrown tat high
thin being noticeable in conditions of mist
and haze. It n ill be -wcn from the accompan --
ing illustrations that the head{amps air

Spring shackles
have silent bloc
hushes, those at the
rear being of the
screwed type which ^u Ish,

have long life,

built into the front icings, where they ht - ]p
to give a smooth contour to the car as ;t
whole.
General finish of the car, including

upholstery and trimmingss, was excellent,
whilst the flush-fitting sliding roof gave a
reasonably wide opening and ventilation
without draught. Altogether, we believe
that it would be very difficul t to find a
better eight-h.p. car with such good
accommodation and with such a hoist,
unobtrusive performance.

DOot. this also houses the
spare wheel.

SPECIFICATION
ENGINE : Four-cylinder, side valves: bore

57 rem,; stroke, 90 mm.; capacity, 918 cc,:
Treasury rating, t.05 h.p. Counterbalanced three,
bearing crankshaft, accurately oalanced: steel-

'. backed white metal bearing liners. Steel con-
nectIng rods, with full-ring steel-backed replace-
able wh6te-metal bearings; individually balanced.
Low-expansion, split-skirt aluminlym-alloy pistons
tin-coated: two rompressron rings and one oil.
control ring, Three-bearing camshaft, driven by
silent duplex roller chains.
Mounted on floating rubber connections.

ENGINE LUBRICATION : Large spur-gear pump
driven by helical gears from camshaft feeds main,
big-end and camshaft bearings.

TRANSMISSION : Single dry-plate clutch with
cushion hub; four-speed gearbox, synchromesh on
second, third and top, which are gf silent helical
type: ra'ios:5.286,8.140, 12.158 and 20.68 to I;
reverse, 20.88 to I; three-quarter floating rear
axle with spiral-bevel drive.

CARBURATION : S.U. carburetter with easy-
starting control; large air filter and silencer;
improved induction pipe with hot spot; S.U.
electric pump.

BRAKES ; Lockheed hydraulic; steel shoes; hand-
brake operates an rear wheels through totalfy-
enclosed grease-packed conduits.

STEERING: Cam tyoe; light control; freedom from
road-shock reaction,

SUSPENSION t Semi-elliptic springs all round, con.
trolled . by pistcn. type hydraulic shock absorbers;
front springs fi tted with silent-block busts s:
shackle pins at rear ends fitted with screwed
bushes to ensure long life with minimum of
attention.

JACKING : New corner jack to hook under bumper
brackets and actuated by whe el brace.

PRICES: Four-door f.h. saloon, £139; s.h., £149;
Two-door f.h. saloon, £125; s.h. £139.

nest da y tthen the c1tr had twin st,uuling
outdoors overnight, the engine frvd within
a few seconds of the starter-switch contacts
being closed, and could be driven away
i mmediately by leaving the combined

a large window and a well-placed rear-view mixture - throttle control partly extended for
mirror. The windscreen wiper is very a couple of minutes. After that the knob
cttieient and quiet. being operated from an could be pushed right in and the ear driven
ender-bonnet motor. One wilier arm is without spluttering or faltering,
fitted as standard, but provision is made from these observations it was thought
lot- the easy addition of a second on the that fuel c•

onaltlption might prove to Ile
passengers side. rather heav y , but we obtained a Iigiire of

There is no doubt that the ear as a whole 41 m.p t. th roughout our tests- And as
has been very hell designed to give ample these were carried out in cold weather, and
accmnmodation for four people: the near without a radiator muff, it is probable that
.seat is very aide for in'-cight'', and there the i ,onsuniption would be still less in norma I
is ;t padded arm rest at each side. Front conditions of lisp , and especially in waritn'r
seats are bui lt on the now-popular tubular- weath e r or when it nnrff were rmpla\ed.
steel tl'altles with spring basses and are viii'

coruti,rtable, as well as being eas y to adjust Performance
over an ampl y [ride range. At the rea r '1'hr cltgim• prtrvr'd to be cerc . lively..
t here is a la y c luggage boot, the lid of whit-II mill pleasingly fluict. 111 second ;a-ar it was
hinges frr ni the top. Thus, if the amount of Ixessiblr• to renrh :31

,
	alit., ,tIt Iw;1 Ii there

luggage l earned I5 tell great to 1p'I'nii1 of

4 hi- lid being l'1osed. rt Ii1nns it giiisl c-i c-er.

The spare wheel it also can'ir°d in the boot,
1a -h eir it is 

lief difficult to I'etllov.',

Top-Hinged Bonnet _
The txinuct is uuroln-cntiomtl in that flit'

r oe-hiem tote iulnel hinges frost the scuttle %
the skit- bejug fixed with bolt,. A lock is - 
provided at each side of the bonnet, thesis
being opened ttith a sgnarv-ended ke .. - -
c-ii ied in a holder it side the eat, This form . ..
of ronstruction is rattle-pniof and givesea.r
opens to the tools and battery carried in q
tvtupartmems in the sc•uttie, but. in our allc d cf 8i-view. make, tEre en iris un e^lxhh tg
cult of accts;. This is of irarticular Import-
tnncc as applied to the dip stick and oil Bonnet sides are fixed, whilst the top hinges
filler, for the ignition distributer is placed from the rear as shown. When closed it is
above the engine where it is just as r'on- held firm by two locks---one on each side,
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