
Is there Lead in your Morris?  –  Yes, lots of it!

The f ollowing excerpts  are f rom “M aking Cars, A  hist ory of car making at Cowley  . .  . by the  
people who make  t he  cars” publis hed by t he Tele v ision Hist ory Workshop in 19 85 .

‘We  were  working a few yards away f rom the lead  and  right clo se  into th e vicinity of the 
compressed  air hammer s, and the noise from tho se you  cou ldn ’t hear  yourself  speak. Th e lead 
was in  th e air  . . . it was really f ilt h y .  . . The  men were  given f ree  milk . . . th ey were forced to 
at t end the ho spital un it at  certa in times in rotation  every d ay .  . . for checks on t h eir lead  int ake. . .  
All  the  weld  spots were  covered with lead : lead- f illing  . .  . the  chap s do in g that were  absolu tely  
covered  in lead f ro m head to foot  . . . we u sed  it no t in ounces or po unds, but  in hu ndredweigh t s.’
Les  Gurl,  M orris M otors 1935 - 8 1

‘I was t h ere  all th ose  years an d I never had no lead  poison in g but lots of people,  you  would  
gradually see  them turning pale th ere.’
Bill Honour, Presse d Steel 19 26 -69

‘Th e Mor r i s  8 line was a dea d ly affair  actually becau se  you were workin g in  all the  lead dust  – 
you talk about  lead in  petrol  – you  was eat in g the damn stuff  in th ose days. And on e chappie on 
a part icular lin e, th e frontal bo ne  in his  forehead had  ju st  rotted away, an d they reckoned  it  was 
cau sed thro u gh  lead. Arising from t hat,   we did demand fro m the  management  th at we  had to 
have a  b loo d test on ever ybo d y. I th ink about 93  per  cent of th e  men on the  Morris 8 lin e were  
su sceptible to lead poison in g of some fo rm or the  other.’
Norman Brown, Pre sse d Stee l,  Radiators 193 5 - 4 7 
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