
Boo k Review:  Who was Mrs Morris?
Morris s uff ered bankr upt cy,  when t he Oxford Aut omobil e 

and  Cycle Agency c ollapsed throug h his busin ess  partner’s  

social spending in 1904.  This was n ot  long  aft er he had met

and married Elizabeth  M aud Anstey on  April  9th 1 904.  Sh e 

and her  sisters were t he daughters  of a farr ier  who,  when  

she was sixte en, had left  t heir mother  and ta ken off for  

Leeds. Th e girls worked hard to su pport  themselv es with  

t wo becoming tea chers, and  Elizabeth  becoming a 

dr essm aker,  working in Oxf ord’s renowne d depart ment  

store Ellistons.  Th e misses Anstey were keen m em bers of  

t he cycle clu b to which M orris b elonge d an d it  was here of 

co urse that  he and Elizabeth met.  She proved a hearty 

compani on  on t he t ande m bicycle and they s pent  many 

happy hours cycling. Their  trips cover ed considerable 

di stances bearing in  mind the inhos pitality  of  roads t o 

cycles, an d it  was not un known  for t hem t o venture in to 

Wales for week -en ds. This w oman w ho cam e in  t o Morris’s 

lif e brought  not  only t he  fellowshi p of  a share d pastime,  but

a v ery similar  backgr oun d of  t he heartache an d 

disapp ointment  they  both experienced in  t hos e earl y 

teenage years due t o th e shortcomings of their  respectiv e 

father s, something  which was to affect  them both 

throughout t heir  liv es.

Elizabeth s upp orted Mor ris  during t he v ery difficult  t ime 

prev ailing at their  marriage,  t o the extent  of  selling her  own 

f ew possessions of  wort h.  She was a v ery shy  person  by 

nature an d her  inclination,  as Morris’s profile  gr ew, w a s 

always to avoi d the public s potlight  and this was something 

he fully e ndors ed to the e xtent t hat  he would not allow any 

in terv iew wit h her. Despite t heir  growing affluenc e in  t he 

years ahead,  Elizabeth  alway s maintained a phil osophy  of  

frugality  which bor dere d on me anness; it  was a close family  

m em ber who reasoned that Elizabeth’s gr eat  fear  was that  



t he hardship she  had experienced in  her youth,  and the 

diffic ult  situation she encountere d  when she married Morris,

resolved her  nev er t o find herself  under  financial duress 

again.

The M orr is’s ha d no chil dren and it  was suggested by on e of

t he f ew pe opl e really clo se to the m t hat  they  did not enjo y a

particularly ha ppy home lif e. Almost  ev erything  Morris had  

built  u p  over  his early years especially his attem pts t o 

support  his family durin g his f ather’s 13 years of ill  health  

ebbed away on t he coll apse of  t he Oxf ord Automobile and 

Cy cle Agency.

Fortunately t he go od relations he ha d nurture d and retaine d

with suppli ers, plus assistanc e from a small bank,  gav e him 

the  springboar d to start  again.  He returned to Longw ell and

rented ag ain  his showroom in  High St r eet.  Conv inced  by 

now t hat  a partnership association w as not  for  him,  he 

furt her  determined that  funds would go solely in to  

production,  a nd not  t he marketing  of  his goods, a pr ocess  

he regarde d as merely a  re -emphasi s of  his product.

Without  doubt  t he collapse of  t he Aut omobil e & Cycle 

business hon ed his existing sen se of  fisc al frugalit y,  a 

characteristic as appealing  t o his wif e as it  was to Morris.  

From a m odest wooden s hed, 1 914 saw Morris’s f ir st model 

roll  o ff  t he production lin e in numbers. Morr is,  then 

twenty -seven years old was f it ,  energetic  and determined.  

Hard work an d busine ss acumen were driv ing forces in his 

meticul o us routine.
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