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NUFF IELD PLACE

I have  bee n re ading a bo oklet from the  U K  National Trust title d 

NU FFIELD  PLACE. Its 32 page s give  a gli mpse of how Wi lliam and 

Eli zabe th Mo rris lived the i r private  lives i n rural Oxfordshi re .  

The ir ho me  sin ce the mid -30s, it is taste fully art de co in its style  

of furniture  and fittings. Like  many of us Morris had reno vation s 

do ne  to be tter suit their life style when the y  bo ugh t this house . 

Typically, he engaged a local builder rather than an architect to 

make  these  change s and updates. While  well kno wn for his frugal 

ways, they di d live  ve ry co mfortably . When que stioned about his 

we alth, he  said, ‘Well  you can only we ar one su i t at a time ’. Lady 

Nu ffield was an accomplishe d seamstre ss, traine d at a large 

O x ford de partme nt store. She  made  many o f he r own clothe s as 

we ll as uni forms for he r staff.

M orris die d wi thout any de scen dants which is hardly a surprise 
given the se parate  bedrooms he  and his wife occupied. They also 
holi daye d separately at time s bu t we re  neve r-the-les s  a well 
matche d couple .

Alan Gullefor d

William  & 

Elizabeth 

Morris




