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Manufacture
Machining and asse mbl y made  treme ndous stride s between 1930 

and 1939. Fe w peo ple know it, but full automatio n was achie ved  

in the  1920s. When William Mo rris took ove r the  old Hotchkiss 

wo rks, he  attempted to machine  cylinde r blocks in such a  

manne r that they went from fe ttled castings to finishe d product 

wi thout bei ng touche d by hu man h and. Woollard of Morris  

Mo tors, ably assisted  by a ve ry bright young production en ginee r 

called Le onard Lord, and Wil kins o f Wilkins and Mi tchell, who 

actu ally built the  machi ne , devise d it toge the r. It wo rked, but the 

transfer  machine ry was too far ahe ad of its time  to be  reliable  and 

so , although the  co mplex  machine  was in use  for many years, the 

actu al transfe rring from one  jig to anothe r was do ne  manually. I 

unde rstand that some of the  multi -drill stages o f  this pionee r rig 

are  still in use  today. (1963)

Coachwork
A fitme nt that be came almost unive rsal in the  1930s, and died 

wi th the m, was the  sunshine  roof. In 1934 the re  was a cele brate d 

lawsuit be tween Lehwess and Austin. ( The Solcar  s unshine  roof 

was  pa ten ted  by Lehwess in 1928. He  had  made  s o me  of  his  

paten t spec if ications  and  drawings  available  to  Aus tin  on  an 

agreeme n t to  take  a  licence f or his  roof . Aus tin  paten ted  h is  o wn  

roof  and the  cour t de te r mined  tha t so me  inf ringe men ts  had  taken 

place) . A fter  the ce ssation o f hostilities in the se cond Ge rman war, 

the  big manufacture rs e ncounte re d gre at difficulty in putting this 

po pular fitting to de ath. Only the  fact that the  nation was 

des pe rate  for new cars, e n able d  the  manufacture rs to get away  

wi th its mu rde r. The  truth is that a plain steel roof was mu ch 

e asier to make  and much  che ape r!  (The Mo rris  8  s aloo n  body  was 

f rom Pressed Steel Ltd  and  the f abric covered roof  panel  was  an 

atte mp t to  re duce  drumming).
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Lighting
The  proble m of be ating the  dazzle hazard was alre ady ve ry much 

in peo ple’s minds in 1930. The re  were a vast nu mbe r of patents. 

T he  Pre Series  Eigh t  switched  of f  the  dr ivers headligh t and  a  

so lenoid  dipped  the  passenger side  headligh t,  kno wn  as  “cut & 

dip”.  T he roller  blind  in  the  back  windo w of  saloons  was  also  there 

because of  dazzle f rom behind.  M y  1933 Austin  12/6  used two 

so lenoids  to  dip bo th lamps  and  it had  e xcellent  ligh ts.  The 

invention in the  middle  1930s of dual filament bulbs put paid to 

practi cally all othe r methods o f he adlamp dippi ng.

Re d lamps at the  rear of a car, to i ndi cate whe n  the  brake s we re 

appl ied, we re  an optional e xtra, apart f rom the  mo st ex pensive 

cars.  In  the  UK,  stop  lamps  were  required  by law f rom 1 J anuary, 

1936. E arlier  Morris  E ights  d id  not h ave  s top lamps  o r  the  s witch 

on  the  brakes  to  make  the m operate.  Obviously  there  was  a  

thr iving  busines s  updating  cars  at that time.  Apparen tly s o me 

Mor ris  8s  with  luggage  racks  had  a  single  tail -lamp  wh ich plugg e d 

in to  an  ou tle t on  the  passenger side  of  the  number  plate.

Accessories
Although  all our  Mo rr is’s had  ind ic ators  or tr aff icators  as  they  were 

kno wn.  Many  makes  did  no t and  a   wide  and  at times  s trange 

var ie ty of  op tions  was  availab le.  Morris  8  saloons  and  toure rs  were 

supplied  with  bu mpers,  but vans  were  not.
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