
Book Review:

LORD AUSTIN The  Man, Z.E.  Lamber t &  R. J. Wyatt  –   S i dgwick 
and Jacks on 1968
Lamber t is  one of  Austin’s  two  daugh ters,  and Wyatt h as  au thored 
se veral Austin  boo ks.

This i s an e asy re ad of only 188 pages which co ve rs Austin’s e arly 
li fe  in England, then Australia wi th its Wolsele y she aring  
machines then  back to Eng l and and his progress in making a 
wo rking moto rcar. It co ve rs from his risk -taking finances in the 
e arly day of the Au stin Motor Company, and you g ain an 
unde rstanding o f the man and hi s amazing engineering skills. In 
thi s he  was so diffe rent from Lord Nu ffie l d his main co mpetitor.  
As well, he  was comfortable  with all cl asses of society; whe reas 
Nu ffield had an infe riority complex and hatred of un ive rsity 
e ducated me n.

Austin had many racing successes which tau ght hi m a gre at de al 
abou t how  to build reliable  long live d vehicles. Hi s busine ss made 
all parts of his product wh ich g ave him ex celle nt quality co n trol 
and un de rstandi ng of co stings. The  co mpany made  huge 
co ntributions to  bo th wo rld wars with munitions, aircraft,  
ve hicles and me tallurgy.

Afte r WW1 he  be came a Me mbe r of Parliament but fel t his skills  
as a manu factu re r wou l d make  a grea ter  contribution to the 
country. He  retire d from Parliament in 1924. The  Se ven , whi ch he 
rele ase d in 1922 despite  the  protests o f his board, justified his 
view o f maki ng motoring available  to the  masse s.

Austin astute ly e mploye d  Leon a rd Lord when  he  fe ll out wi th 
Mo rris for the  l ast time . Lord was an ex cellent production 
organise r and was we ll ve rsed i n all aspects of the industry. 
Read,  Brick by Brick by Mar tyn Nu tland f or  his  s tory.

He rbe rt Austin die d in 1941. A prol ific inven tor who was de finite ly 
“A G re at Englishman”.
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