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The  Biogr aphy of Leonard Lord, the  man who re ally made  the Mini. 

Martyn Nutland, Authorhouse 2012.

This i s a 328 page  A4 so ft cove r publication using ve ry wi de  text  

line s and is well set out. From hu mble origins, we  find a young man 

wi th gre at e ne rgy and industry, e ducating himsel f and othe rs du ring 

ve ry long days. From 12 till 14 he  studied to the  dawn. In 

adolescen ce it was 6am to 6.30pm at Cou rtaulds tex tile  mill, with a 

ni ght class to te ach  afte r that and more  of his own studies into the 

e arly ho u rs. An e xtremel y gifte d draugh tsman wi th a brilliance of 

intellige nce  which he use d to g re at e ffe ct in the  mo tor  

manufactu ring i ndu stry. He  was a skilled designe r of mach ine  tools. 

O n  his arrival at Hotchkiss (soon to be  Mo rris Engines), he  found  

the  most advanced transfe r mach ine s in the wo rld languishing.  

With his knowledge  and inspiration he soo n go t the m  to wo rk 

productive ly

Mo rris’s Wo lseley plant so on ex pe rienced his abil ity and then he 

save d Mo rris from financi al ruin by pushing through the Mo rris  

Eig ht in ve ry short orde r. Thi s car save d the co mpany as it was so 

advance d, popular and we ll made . William Morris was notoriously 

hard on hi s be st staff, which h ad to put up with him inte rfering in  

the i r decisions and autho rity. Lord mo ved on to A ustin whe re  he 

found a poorly pe rformi ng but excellen t factory which neede d ex actly 

the  skills he  brought. The  sh adow  facto ry sche me  for war production 

was o ne he  fou ght for and Austin unde r his co mmand produced 

mo re war mate riel than any othe r organisation.

The  story continues throu gh to BMC and BLMC. We ll wo rth a read!
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