
The a utho r in a

Remobilisati on of  a  1937 Morris  8 

Spor ts

Epi s ode  7 :  Uphol s te ry Tri m “I  Did  It M y W a y”

Hi,  m y na me  is  A liste r (Al) G a rd in e r.  Fo r fe edb a ck  relaxed m om ent.  

I  can be con t acted  on 027  922  2242,  or  at gr annybig al@xt ra. co. nz.

Topic s

T h is in stalme n t co vers u p holste r y  trim  a nd  a  touch of 

ind ividu a lity in  m a p p ocke t s  and  cup h o lde rs.

I  h a ve  ju st a  cou p le of  f u t u re a rtic le s  to  go  after t h is  one :

 sta rting issues - h o w can  som e th ings so simple  be so 

diff icult?

 My 6 v/12 V  ca r battery – a cu stom  solution u sing the 

ub iquito us 18650 lithium  ion cell

Se e e a rlier issu e s for oth e r t opics I ha ve  co vere d .

Se a ti n g

T hese  were  the f irst  upho lst e ry ite m s I  add re ssed . T he  ca r came 

with  a  p a ir of  very rat t y  (lite ra lly) in d ividu a l s e a t s  which  I   

a ssu me d  we re  o rigina l.

I  n o w kn o w th is  is  n o t the  ca se  a s the  o rigina l s e a t in g wou ld 

h a ve  b e en  a sin gle  b ench .

Never  wa n t ing t o  loo k a  gif t  

h o rse  in t h e mo u th  and a lso 

a ssu m ing t h e se  wou ld b e  p rett y 

rare ,  I   de cid ed  to  h a ve a  go  a t 

reb u ildin g t hem . It  was  o n ly  

m u ch la t e r th at  I spied wha t 

loo ke d like  a  who le  cont a iner f u ll 

of  sea ts  and o t he r  trim stuff  at

th e  Club !  Ah  we ll…. The seats  w ere a bit  ratty  looking
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I  h ad  a  chat with W a yne  of  Pa t rick  Auto T rimm e rs about  get ting 

th em  reco vered, af ter I did m y  be st  with  re b u ilding t h e  sprin ging 

a n d  woo den f ram in g.  He  d isa ppe a red  up  into  h is m e zzan in e  

st o re  and af t e r  rumm aging a ro u n d  cam e b a ck with  a  m a ss ive  

b o x fu ll of  m isce llaneou s  o ld  seat sp rings  of  a ll sh a pes  and  

sizes.  A rm e d  with  t h is, I  se t  to  work  a n d  rep lace d  a ll the b ro ken 

o n e s a n d t he  worst  of  the  ru ste d o n e s. I   libe rally coa t e d  them  

a n d a ll t h e o the r m e tal pa rts  in f ish  o il. W hile waitin g f o r t h em t o 

d ry o ff  I  ma de  t wo  n e w woo d e n f o o t in gs to  Bob  B ryan’s ba sic 

sp e cif ica tion  an d h inged  t hem t o the  sea t ba ses. W ayne  then 

co vere d  th e se ats  in a n ice  b lue  vinyl  with  m a t ch ing f a b ric  back s, 

m a kin g an  e xcellen t  job.  I n o w ho pe  m y ref u rbish e d sp rin ging 

last s  lo n g e nou gh  to  do  h is  work  ju st ice .

Po sit io n in g th e  sea t s too k  som e t ime , a s  t he sp a ce  b a ck to   th e 

p re viou sly inst a lled  re ar p a rtit io n  was  qu ite  limite d .  I h ad  to 

co m p rom ise f o r t wo  e xtre m e s of  h e igh t  (m e  at  1 86cm  a nd m y 

wif e  at  just  150 cm ).  I n the e n d I  cut  the  partitio n  down  f o r t he 

se a t s  to f it, e ven  so m y legs  a re  mo re  ben t than  I   wou ld h a ve 

liked .  I certainly don’t see long distance travel being an option.

Ca rds  a nd  Tr i m

I  d idn ’t attempt any 

work  o n  t h e  inte rior 

u n t il mo st of  the 

wi rin g h a d  b ee n 

do ne,  the  se a t s 

f itte d a nd  t he  bod y 

p a in te d . I  have 

a lwa ys  wan t e d  to 

h a ve  a  cra ck at  

m a kin g and f itting 

vin yl co vere d  t rim 

so  h e re was  m y 

ch a n ce.
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T his  was  som ething I cou ld handle, since all the  panels seemed 

to  be basically f la t. Af ter sp e nding som e  t im e on  YouTub e the re 

ap peared to be a fairly comm on se t of  step s: m ake a  thin 

cardb oard patt e rn,  jigsaw out  the ca rd shape f rom a  sheet of 3 

m m  h ardboard o r sim ilar, a nd do f inal trimm ing an d  p re -f itting on 

th e  card. T hen cut  the vin yl cloth with a b ou t 30mm  to spare a ll 

arou nd,  spray b oth  cloth a nd ca rd with t h e  “magic” con ta ct 

ad hesive,  wait a  f e w m inu te s, and  t hen bring  the m ain surfaces 

tog ether. I then trimmed the  wrap around cloth with cut s as necessary 

and gave t he card back fixing  surf aces and cloth a f urther  spray bef ore 

g oing  around stretching  and m ating.  Plenty of  short staples to hold 

thing s down  until dry.  Done. T hen drilling  and screwing  t o the  wooden 

fr ame. Probably not q uite t o original spec., but I am  happy with t he 

overall result.

Door  Pockets

I  wan te d  some  door pockets.  Loo king on - line for insp iratio n, I  

found  a plethora of  choices f or  size, sh ape and po sition. Alm ost 

all were p lea ted. T h is would  h ave b e en beyond m e , and m o st 

de signs were t o o  sm a ll to  be of m u ch use other th an to  tu ck a 

ha n ky in.

I  had another chat  to W ayne, an d h e e xplained that to m a ke and 

f it the po cket  styles I  showed h im wou ld  require rou tin g out the 

do o r card a nd f ittin g f rom th e  rea r f o r ade quate supp ort. Cou ld be 

do ne, but f iddly (and  time  consum ing, i.e. $$$). S o  I gave m yself 

a cha llen ge  to  produce a screw -on  a lternative.

My  scr ew- on map 

pockets.  The block of 

w ood is ther e  just to 

expand t he opening  and 

show t he spring  

retainer.
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T he  pho to  shows  th e  re su lt. La rge,  n ice and flat ,  no f an cy 

plea ting, with  a   su rface e mbo ssin g showing  th e “Morris chevron ”, 

a n d b e st of  a ll,  simp ly scre wed  t o  t he  do o r f rame  f rom  t h e f ro nt 

su rfa ce .  No  ro uting,  n o st itc h in g,  and n o  p lea t ing.

Be ca u se  of  t he  narro w  b o d y f ro n t,  the  sha pe of  t he  buck e t se ats, 

a n d m y lon g le gs,  I  positio n e d t h e p o cket s a t th e  rear of  t h e 

d o o rs, o u t of  th e  wa y of  m y kn e e s and  the f ront  of  t he  sea t .

Fo r t h o se  intere st ed,  I p ro vide  a f e w no tes  below on  h o w I m ad e 

th em.

Usin g lef t o ver 3  mm  th ick  h a rdb o a rd ca rd ,  I cu t  out  th e b a sic 

sh a pe  that  I n eed ed  to f it at  the  rea r lo wer  e d ge  of  t h e d oor,  and 

with  t h e  t op  of  t he  pocke t  in  line  with  t h e  cen tral  h o rizon t a l  

woo d e n  doo r  b ra ce  (so I  h ad  scre w f ixing p o ints  a vaila b le  a t e a ch 

co rn e r).  I  the n cu t o u t an d  sha ped t h e ch e vron  em b o ss ing f rom a 

fu rth e r piece  of  left  o ver,  ro u n d ing t h e e d ge s  sm o oth a ll a ro und 

with  a  ra sp . T h is pie ce  was  glue d  t o  t he f ront fa ce  of  t he m a in 

ca rd . T o  h o ld the f ro nt face of  the po cket  t o the  d oor,  I use d a 

tight ly coile d  sp rin g o f a b ou t  8mm  co il d iame ter  a t   ea ch  side of  

th e  card . T he  sp rin g cen tre  is f ixed  to t he  pocke t  ca rd u sin g a 

p last ic  P  clip , a nd  th e e ye  a t   ea ch e n d of  th e sp ring is  f ixed  t o t he 

d o o r (t op  and b o ttom,  usin g t h e 4  pock e t moun t in g scre ws).  T h e 

sp rin gs I  h a d in  a sp a re s  b o x,  rem o ve d f rom  I kn o w no t  wha t  in  

th e d ist a nt  past .  Yo u  cou ld p ro b ab ly use  b ungee  co rd  in a  sim ilar 

m a nne r. Eff e ctively th e  p o ck et  a ct s like  a f ile fo ld e r with  a  sp rin g 

ret u rn.  Be cau se of  the sin gle  ce n t ral f ixing  p o int  to the f ace  e ithe r 

sid e  it  is  se lf-aligning to  wha te ver is place d in it. T h e whole  th ing  

is t h e n co vere d  in  vinyl  clo th  with  ge n e rous  (50mm ) lo o se f o lds  a t 

e a ch  side  an d th e b ottom . I  th ink  t he  re sult  is quite  n eat , a n d with 

n o t a  p leat o r s t itc h  in sight!
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Dr i nk  Bottle  Holder s

Bo yed  with  t h e  succ e ss  of  m y do o r 

p o ck e t s,  I a d ded a n other p e rson a l 

to u ch in  the f o rm  of  the u b iquitou s 

(no wad a ys) d rin k  b o ttle  h o ld e r.  

T hese  were  a gain fa shion e d o u t of 

lef t  o ve r b its  of  ca rd a nd  vinyl.  I  f itt ed 

th em  to  the  back  of  the rea r  

pa rtitio n , the  d river  b eing a b le  to 

e a sily rea ch  t he  L HS , a n d t h e 

p a ss enger t h e  RHS .

Sti l l   to  be  Done

I  st ill n e ed  to  in st a ll f loor c o verings  a n d f in ish off  th e  rea r 

co m partme n t.  I  was  t h inkin g of  pu rch a sin g a se t  of  ca rp ets f rom 

th e  UK , b ut  I th in k   the quo t e d f reight  co st  is a bit  st ee p . I  wou ld 

be  intere st ed  to  hea r ho w oth e rs p ro cu re  ca rpets.

T he f inal  b ig ticke t  job  is  to   get a  hoo d a nd  side  p ane ls m ade u p 

u sin g t h e f rame s  I   sa lva ged f rom  the o ld  b its th a t  came  with  th e 

ca r.

T hat’s it fo r th is  this instalm ent  - m o re n e xt  t ime.
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